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KCC – A great Club with great Opponents
By Chris Ledger
As a wandering cricket club without a home ground or
clubhouse, you could say we really depend on just three
things, each helping to make KCC the fantastic club that
we all love… Firstly our members, and even if we have
to say it ourselves, what a great bunch we are! Secondly
the club ethos, hard to define in words, but understood
and treasured by all. And last but certainly not least, the
clubs we play against, who generously host us each week.
As all of us lucky enough to play for KCC know, we have
a fantastic fixture list. On the one hand, we’re privileged
to be hosted each year by clubs playing at some of
London’s finest and most historic grounds, such as Vincent Square, Bank of
England, Wimbledon, Richmond, Barnes, and the Honourable Artillery Company.
And on the other hand, in the countryside around London, we enjoy rural bliss
each summer at quintessential village cricket clubs like Dunsfold, Great
Missenden Pelicans, Reigate Pilgrims, Tilford, and Warborough & Shillingford.
We’ve played these and many other plum fixtures for decades, and long may they
all continue...
One of the greatest pleasures of playing for KCC is the annual return to each of
these cricketing Shangri-Las. What an unusual and special experience it is to
build up relationships with our hosts at each of these clubs, year after year,
visiting for just one day a year, tuning out for 364 days and then tuning back in
again annually to revisit old jokes and memories. What else in life, apart from
Kensington’s annual fixture list, so regularly and amiably measures out the march
of time from youth to middle age, and for some of us far beyond?
Over the years there’ve been many remarkable cricketing exploits at all the
grounds where we play, but after more than 30 happy years playing for KCC it’s
the laughs on and off the field that linger longest in my memory, albeit rather
hazily from all too often having had one too many in the pub or clubhouse after
the game… Who can imagine any of the village grounds we play without their
classic village pub just beyond the boundary? Cross fingers we’ll all have the
chance to socialise in the bar after games even more than usual this season! And
here’s hoping too for exciting, close results enjoyed by everyone – for if all 22
players in our games have fun, and want to play again next year, we’ll keep
getting invited back ?

KENSINGTON CRICKET CLUB
HISTORY
In February 1848, four gentlemen met at the home of Mr Pickering-Clark, at 17 Earls
Terrace, to discuss the possibility of forming a cricket club.
The first meeting to inaugurate the club took place at the Kings Arms Inn. A few days
later on 17 February 1848, Mrs Johnson of Holland Farm agreed to let her field for
£15 per annum at a rate of £5 per acre. The subscription was agreed at a guinea a year
and rules were drawn up which included a fine of 2s 6d (12.5p) on any member who
left before the end of a club game without supplying a substitute.
One of the first games took place in June, after which it was resolved that members
should be requested to refrain from smoking while playing.
At the beginning of the second season the subs were raised by 4s and members agreed
to pay 6d a head when matches were played between themselves if on the losing side.
Despite a riotous party (which took five pages of the Minute Book to record!) interest
had waned so much that it was decided to dissolve the club at the end of the year.
However, cricket was not entirely dead in Kensington. The game was mentioned in
the Kensington Gazette, published between 1853 and 1855.
The report includes an account of “a curious incident” when the “worthy bowler, Mr
Smallbone, came into the field quite lame from a bruise he received under his knee
and being under medical advice, was allowed to have a man run for him but no sooner
had he hit the ball, such is the exhilaration of the game, that his lameness and the
doctor were forgotten, and he started running and arrived at the opposite wicket before
his deputy. Mr Smallbone continued in his enthusiasm and managed to take no fewer
than seven wickets.”
Bishop’s Stortford, a club with whom we played regularly, recently uncovered old
fixture lists that showed Kensington played them in 1905 and 1906.
The existing Kensington Cricket Club was reborn in 1973. The side began as “The
Devonshire XI” in Marloes Road in order to play one game for charity against “The
Lamb Inn” (a pub in Andover whose proprietor was Anthony Rickard’s father).
The HQ then moved to “The Britannia” in Allen Street via “The Scarsdale” in
Edwardes Square. The Club was renamed “True Brits”. The number of fixtures
gradually increased. In 1982 Sunil Amar called an Extra-ordinary General Meeting, a
committee was elected and the Royal Borough’s permission was obtained to use the
name “Kensington”; the team was christened “The Kensington Cricket Club”.
Sunil Amar of 118 Lexham Gardens, W8 and Anthony Rickard of 126 Lexham
Gardens, W8 were elected the first Captain and Chairman respectively, with Richard
Waters as the Secretary and Bill Rodwell as Fixture Secretary.

The success and popularity saw a rapid increase in the number of seriously contested
matches with more established clubs. The playing membership stabilised at 30 - 35,
and the fixtures were kept to one a weekend in recognition of the growing demands of
family and other commitments. We have toured in Europe quite frequently: Rome,
Brussels, Antwerp, Amsterdam, Paris, Utrecht and, more recently, Corfu, Costa
Blanca, Malta, Menorca, Brittany, Oporto and Bucharest. In 2008 we went to India.
With new members joining we added fixtures to ensure full participation, sometimes
putting out two sides on Sundays.

THE KENSINGTON COAT OF ARMS

ARMS: quarterly gules and gold; in the first quarter a gold celestial crown above a
gold fleur-de-lis and in the dexter chief point a silver star; in the second, a cross flory
and four martlets all sable; in the third, a cross bottony and four roses gules, their
stems and leaves proper; and in the fourth a gold mitre; all within a bordure quarterly
or and sable. Motto: Quid nobis ardui - “What is hard for us?”
These arms were granted in 1901. Kensington is a Royal Borough.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND MATCH FEES
The Annual Subscription for 2020 is:
Playing Member

£
– Full
130.00
– Student / Under 25 / Over 65
65.00
– Country (living outside London) 30.00
– New
50.00

The subscription for Playing Members, but not Country/New Members, includes an
advance payment of £80 for the Annual Dinner (£55 for Students/ Under 25s/ Over
65s) and is due on 1 May. A prompt payment by direct transfer to our bank or a
cheque to the Treasurer would be appreciated.
The Club purchases tickets on the National Lottery throughout the summer. It was
agreed at an AGM that 50% of winnings (five correct numbers upwards) will be
divided equally between Playing Members who are paid-up at the time of the draw.
Match fees, payable on the day of the game, will be £10 (£5 for concessionaires) for
afternoon matches. This will include Tea, and a contribution towards beer jugs for the
opposition. For all-day games a higher fee is charged to cover the costs of lunch.

CLUBWEAR
The Club offers to members at very reasonable prices a range of clubwear all bearing
the Club crest. The clubwear includes cricket sweaters (long-sleeve and sleeveless),
coloured polo shirts, striped blazers and the “Kensington Baggy Red” club caps.
Orders should be placed with the Treasurer. A cricket shirt, bearing the sponsors’
logos, trousers and cap are also provided to members.

SPONSORSHIPS
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Kensington Cricket Club enjoys the continued support of Cobra Beer, and Diageo plc
through their whisky brand of Johnnie Walker Gold Label Reserve. We thank both
our sponsors for their on-going contribution.
We do our best to promote their products at cricket matches and elsewhere.

YOUTHS v VETERANS – 22 September 2019
Back: Sunil Amar, Rohan Ghosh, Pradip Lotlecar, Nitin Chaturvedi, Amit Shanker, Nav Sidhu, Saikat Barua, Chris Ledger,
Seethal Tharakan, Saurav Sen, Adam Sumner, Jai Singh, Harsha Gandadi, Preetinder Singh, Eddy Barreto, Neeraj Nayar.
Front: Jon Pickles, Tabrez Khan, Tim Keleher (with Silas and Otis), Wajid Tahir (with Mihir), Praveen Lekhraj, Stefanos Nayar,
David Behar. Missing: San Gore (behind the camera)

Youths-Veterans Annual Challenge Match – 2019
By Saikat Barua
With a damp weather forecast, there was much doubt that this
long-awaited fixture would take place, yet 22 players and few
legends of the club turned up at Northwood CC after club
captain (also Veteran’s skipper) Chris Ledger messaged
everyone in the morning that the match would be postponed to
2.30pm with the possibility of only a T20 match. Tea/Lunch
was laid out on arrival and to honour everyone’s effort, 24
overs per side game was decided, with adjusted rules; batsmen
to retire at 20 runs (at the end of the over), minimum 10
bowlers to be used, 4 bowlers can bowl at most 3 overs the rest to bowl 2 each,
wicketkeepers exempted. Just before the toss it was discovered newbie Praveen
Lekhraj would be playing for the Youths, yet 72 hours earlier he had been trolling
Youths’ captain assuming he qualified as a Veteran! Such is the beauty of this format,
until the game is started you are not exactly sure to which side you belong, especially
if your age is 42, give or take a month!
Youths’ skipper Saikat Barua won the toss and decided to field first without any
hesitation. Jai Singh and Nitin Chaturvedi opened for the Vets and were put into a
testing condition immediately. Runs were hard to come by in the first 4 overs due to
excellent control from Adam Sumner and Saikat. The following Youths’ bowlers
kept the same control and composure and the Vets never really got going. Even
though Jai and Amit Shanker retired at their 20’s, their strike rates were far from
ideal, but such was the Youth’s bowling despite a 10 minutes rain break. The Vets
(a.k.a. legends of the club) failed to accelerate throughout their innings and they
ended up with a meagre score of 124 in 24 overs. Amit was top scorer for the Vets
with an unbeaten 28. Youths’ top bowlers that may surprise many were Praveen
Lekhraj 3/20 and Tim “the bowler” Keleher 2/10.
The small hope that the Vets may have had to defend their total, disappeared after the
first over as Tim “the batsman this time” Keleher took Nitin to the cleaners by
smashing 5 fours in the first 5 balls. After retiring at 20, Tim was replaced by Harsha
who did not last long owing to a horrible run out – it was more of a Charlie Chaplin
comedy in slow motion, really. Both Adam and Harsha were running without calling
and both almost ended up at the same end! However, apart from that there was no
further damage as Adam, Stefanos Nayar, Nav Sidhu all retired at 20’s capitalising on
Vets’ toothless bowling despite having a “Surrey county player” i.e. Neeraj Nayar in
their XI. When Tabrez Khan smashed a straight four off David Behar to seal the
victory, it underlined another one-sided affair as the Youths won the game by 9
wickets with almost 10 overs to spare – and no Veteran taking a wicket!
In truth, the Vets were getting older and frailer (especially in the field) as the years
rolled on, while the Youths were becoming stronger and more mature – a very
healthy sign for the future of the Club. It was agreed by all that the Youths/Vets game
had ceased to be a contest and would be replaced by “Kings XI Amar vs Gore Knight
Riders”, teams being selected in a balanced way which would promise to be more
competitive and still be fun.

A round of post-match drinks were enjoyed by both sides at the very hospitable
Northwood bar and then we headed to Lahore Eastcote for dinner, presentations and
more bonhomie. Tim “the all-rounder” Keleher won JW Gold Label Reserve for
Youths and Jai Singh received the same for Veterans.
Scorecard – at Northwood, Sunday 22 September 2019
Veterans
Jai Singh
Nitin Chaturvedi
Preetinder Singh #
Amit Shanker
David Behar
Rohan Ghosh
Chris Ledger *
Saurav Sen
Neeraj Nayar
Pradip Lotlecar
Sunil Amar
Extras - byes, leg byes
- wides, no balls
Total
Youths
Tim Keleher
Adam Sumner
Harsha Gandadi #
Stefanos Nayar
Nav Sidhu
Tabrez Khan
Eddy Barreto
Praveen Lekhraj
Wajid Tahir
Saikat Barua *
Seethal Tharakan
Extras - byes, leg byes
- wides, no balls
Total

st.
c.

Gandadi
Tahir

Not

Out

b. Lekhraj
b. Tharakan
b. Sidhu
b.
b.
b.
b.
b.

Not

S.Nayar
Lekhraj
T.Keleher
T.Keleher
Tahir

Out
b. Lekhraj

for 9 wickets in 24 overs
Rtd
Rtd
Run Out
Rtd
Rtd
Not Out
Not Out

for 1 wicket in 14.3 overs

25 Year Series Final Result: 16 to 8 for the Youths, one tie

Runs
24
11
17
28
0
14
1
2
4
1
1
1
20
124

Balls
(27)
(20)
(24)
(33)
(2)
(18)
(2)
(2)
(6)
(7)
(10)

20 (6)
23 (35)
1 (2)
23 (19)
25 (17)
8 (8)
1 (2)

7
19
127
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2019 SEASON’S HIGHLIGHTS
Played 27 – Won 14, Lost 8, Drawn 4, Aban 1. Cancelled 8
Batting
Most runs:

629

Hundreds:
Tim Keleher

2

Nitin Chaturvedi

1

Most hundreds/fifties:
7
Fastest hundred:
66 balls
Fastest fifty:
27 balls
Most sixes:
18
Most fours:
86
Best strike rate (5+ inn)
140
(runs per 100 balls)
Highest partnerships:
179+
164

Nitin Chaturvedi
141 v Sawbridgeworth
101* v Marlow Park
115* v Kew
Nitin Chaturvedi
Tim Keleher v Marlow Park
Wajid Tahir v Headley
Saikat Barua
Nitin Chaturvedi
Tim Keleher
Preetinder Singh, Nitin Chaturvedi
v Richmond (4th wicket RECORD)
Praveen Lekhraj, Saikat Barua
v Northfields (5th wicket RECORD)

Bowling
Most wickets:

21

Five Wickets and over:
Adam Sumner

5/21

Neeraj Nayar
v Dunsfold

Fielding
Most catches in the season:
Most run outs in the season:

9
2

Saikat Barua
Saikat Barua

Team
Highest team score in a match:

287/5 v Northfields

Number of partnerships over fifty:

35

Total batting average for season:
Total bowling average for season:

Runs/Wkt
28.38
26.15

Runs/Over
5.4
5.2

2019 SEASON’S LOWLIGHTS
Highest innings total by Opposition: 254/5 KCC India
Lowest innings total:
78 v Antigua Cavaliers
Most centuries conceded in a season:
6

2019 AVERAGES - BATTING

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Balls
NO Faced Runs

HS

6s

424
688
324
589
360
392
255
172
328
189
147
372
150
51
109
202
67
117
92
65
39
30
32
11

592
629
281
456
339
381
222
101
167
153
97
233
115
47
98
114
49
73
44
35
40
26
27
16

141
115 *
86
90
87 *
52
79
72 *
49
62
32 *
75
34
21
44 *
31
25
29
26
35
19
21
9
8

17
4

2
2
3

63
31
35

90
26
3

61 * 5
17 * 2
2*

9
2

1
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Qualification:
3 completed innings M

I

Keleher,Tim
Chaturvedi,Nitin
Singh,Jai
Ghosh,Rohan
Barua,Saikat
Gandadi,Harsha
Lekhraj,Praveen
Malhotra,Chetan
Nayar,Neeraj
Nayar,Stefanos
Sumner,Adam
Shanker,Amit
Russell,Tim
Keleher,Jamie
Behar,David
Chhibbar,Sid
Jefferson,Oscar
Ledger,Chris
Mohammed,Shahzeb
Sen,Saurav
Behar,John
Barreto,Eddy
Tharakan,Seethal
Kumar,Amit

11
16
5
13
16
14
8
5
13
7
10
14
7
3
10
11
6
7
5
7
6
9
14
5

10
14
5
12
14
14
8
5
10
7
7
13
7
3
10
10
5
7
5
5
5
4
6
3

5
3

Tahir,Wajid
9
Van Vuuren,Bernard 9
10
Amar,Sunil

4
4
4

2
5
1
1
3
2

3
1
1
1
1

1

1
18
6
1
1

3
4
1
2
1
1

Runs
4s Os 50s 100s 100 balls Avg
71
86
40
60
26
63
34
11
19
31
12
30
18
6
18
13
8
8
3
4
8
1
2
3

1

1
2
1
1
3

4
6
2
4
2
2
2
1

2
1

1
1

2
1
2
1
3
2
2
1

140
91
87
77
94
97
87
59
51
81
66
63
77
92
90
56
73
62
48
54
103
87
84
145

118.40
57.18
56.20
45.60
37.67
29.31
27.75
25.25
23.86
21.86
19.40
17.92
16.43
15.67
14.00
12.67
12.25
12.17
8.80
8.75
8.00
6.50
5.40
5.33

Also Batted:

Batted thrice (3):

12

9

3

137

109

Batted twice (5):

17

10

3

108

83

9

Batted once (7):

11

7

1

167

122

15

Did not bat (3):

6
296 227

44

Players short

1
297

4768

1
1
1
3

1

65 621 28 27

26.05

3

425

Avg R/100 balls

5746 5193

Avg R/W

28.38

953

Avg R/O

5.45

Extras

Overs

90

2019 AVERAGES - BOWLING
Qualification:
15 overs and 3 wickets
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Rajat Mehta
Neeraj Nayar
Adam Sumner
Sid Chhibbar
Ryan Konson
Nitin Chaturvedi
Seethal Tharakan
Wajid Tahir
Saikat Barua
Sunil Amar
Saurav Sen
Pradip Lotlecar
Bernard van Vuuren
Chetan Singh
Eddy Barreto

nb wd

1
6
5
3
4
3
2
2
1
1
1

1
9
3
3
3
14
9
22
10
3
23
1
13

O

M

R

W

16 2 64 6
80 13 374 21
77 8 306 16
30 2 137 7
28 3 125 6
60 6 287 13
71 9 393 17
56 8 262 11
83 10 367 15
51 5 253 10
42 2 221 8
16 0 91 3
57 9 252 57
23 0 137 3
42 2 253 5

Best
Averages
Perf 5w O/W R/O R/W
3
4
5
3
2
3
3
4
4
3
4
2
3
1
2

/ 42
/ 23
/ 21 1
/ 18
/ 21
/ 23
/ 4
/ 23
/ 56
/ 25
/ 11
/ 18
/ 31
/ 27
/ 22

2.7
3.8
4.8
4.3
4.7
4.6
4.2
5.1
5.5
5.1
5.3
5.3
8.1
7.7
8.4

4.0
4.7
4.0
4.6
4.5
4.8
5.5
4.7
4.4
5.0
5.3
5.7
4.4
6.0
6.0

10.67
17.81
19.13
19.57
20.83
22.08
23.12
23.82
24.47
25.30
27.63
30.33
36.00
45.67
50.60

Also bowled
5 or more overs:
Bern Toomey
Rohan Ghosh
Amit Kumar
Tabrez Khan
Preetinder Singh
Anuvrat Shanker
John Behar
Matt Marshall
Amit Shanker
Navjot Sidhu
Sumaer Amar
Tim Russell
Others (8):

1
16

9
7
2

4
4

7
3
3
1

1

1
1

3

14

58 162
Byes; Leg byes
Run outs
Retired out

162

72

29
21
18
15
14
13
12
11
9
8
8
6

3 150
2 132
2 61
1 80
1 84
0 68
0 85
2 58
1 53
1 58
1 41
0 28

1
2
2
0
2
3
2
3
0
2
1
5

17

1 106

0

913 94 4526 171

29.0 5.2
10.5 6.3
9.0 3.4
5.3
7.0 6.0
4.3 5.2
6.0 7.1
3.7 5.3
5.9
4.0 7.3
8.0 5.1
1.2 4.7
6.2
1

5.3 5.0 26.47

234
8
3
913 94 4760 182

5.0 5.2 26.15
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KENSINGTON CRICKET CLUB
PRIZE WINNERS
2019

2018

THE SUNIL AMAR CUP
Awarded to the best cricketer of the year

Nitin Chaturvedi
Tim Keleher

Nitin Chaturvedi
Tim Keleher

THE ANTHONY RICKARD CUP
The ‘Clubman’ of the year award for the
person who has best upheld the Club’s
values on or off the field

Praveen Lekhraj

Mark Jefferson
Tim Keleher

THE BILL RODWELL CUP
The ‘Performer’ of the year award
for a single outstanding performance

Tim Keleher

Sunil Amar
Jai Singh

THE CHRIS MILLER CUP
The ‘Entertainer’ award for the most
entertaining performance of the season

Wajid Tahir

Seethal Tharakan

Nitin Chaturvedi

Rohan Ghosh

THE RAJ TANDON CUP
Awarded to the player who has taken
the most number of wickets

Neeraj Nayar

Tabrez Khan

THE AYLESBURY AWARD
The ‘Quacker’ award for the player
who has made the most ducks

Saurav Sen
Amit Shanker

Neeraj Nayar

THE SAN GORE CUP
The “Grubby Trousers” award for the
most inspirational fielding performance

Saikat Barua

Wes Johnson
Chris Ledger

Stefanos Nayar

Harsha Gandadi
Chetan Malhotra

THE YOUTHS-VETS TROPHY
The winners of the Annual Challenge Match

The Youths

The Youths

THE ADELAIDE CUP
For Lifetime Achievements

Navneet Bali
Tabrez Khan

Ben Goldschmied
David Behar

THE STOCKTON BROTHERS CUP
Awarded to the player who has scored
the most number of runs

THE LEDGER – NAYAR CUP
The “Revelation” of the year award
for the most improved player

CRICKETERS OF THE YEAR

TIM KELEHER

NITIN CHATURVEDI

CLUBMAN – Praveen Lekhraj
REVELATION – Stefanos Nayar

ENTERTAINER – Wajid Tahir
GRUBBY TROUSERS – Saikat Barua

LIFETIME ACHIEVERS Navneet Bali and Tabrez Khan with ADELAIDE CUP
ICONS Sunil and San launch 'King's XI Amar' v 'Gore Knight Riders' series

Standing: Neeraj, Praveen, Saikat, Wajid, Seethal, Eddy. Seated: David, Rohan, Tim, John
THE DEVON TOUR PARTY
Dining-in at the AirBnb

REPORT OF THE THIRD TOUR TO DEVON
By Tim Keleher and Rohan Ghosh
Devon was again the midweek tour of choice given the success of the previous two
years, though the smaller touring party suggested that perhaps a fresh destination
should be sought for 2020 and beyond. North Devon replaced Exmouth in the fixture
list – a wise choice – and we returned to a more rural setting in the quite opulent
Westcott House near Exeter. With a 1-5 win/loss record in Devon it was hoped we
could put up a better fight this time around...
So, to the matches:
Wed 17 July

North Devon

Lost by 9 wkts (DL method)

We

256/6 in 40 overs (Ghosh 90, Lekhraj 45, D.Behar 44*, N.Nayar 27,
Isherwood 2/23, Popham 2/29)
They 195/10 in 22 overs (Witty 101 rtd, Windley 50*, Isherwood 39*, Tahir 0/19)
By plane, train and automobile the KCC posse descended upon our first-time fixture
at North Devon CC. We had been told that the ground was picturesque, but words
alone could not do justice as to the stunning setting that awaited us. Immaculate
thatched roofs on both the clubhouse and small scorer’s box (absent San would have
been salivating) and an outfield that seemed to roll into the nearby ocean.
In the clubhouse a bunch of youngsters coupled with a few noticeable Aussie accents
left us a little nervous as to what we were about to face on the field. But as hospitable
hosts North Devon kindly let us have first use of a fast batting track.
Praveen had taken the opportunity to travel down with the family for their first taste
of a British Summer seaside experience. The family decided a trip to the beach in 19
degrees weather was preferable to staying and watching the match. I digress.
Praveen and Neeraj started the innings astutely as any shots that breached the infield
ring tended to find the boundary. The KCC contingent was largely staying indoors,
impressed with the My Action Replay footage being shown on a large TV screen. A
sudden onset of tennis elbow began to curtail what was a bright start for Neeraj. As
he gestured to the boundary for some anti-inflammatory cream to alleviate the pain,
Eddy rushed hurriedly to his car in an effort to assist. He
returned to the boundary line holding the bottle aloft. “I
couldn’t find any proper cream to help, but I’ve got some
sunscreen”. Unsurprisingly the SPF 15 didn’t do the job but
Rohan joined Praveen and immediately looked at his elegant
best. Praveen rued not capitalising on his great start and as
Tim and Saikat were also soon back in the pavilion, victims
of the North Devon skipper, Adrian Isherwood’s, variety of
spin and pace, it fell to David (inset) to partner Rohan and
attempt to post a score that we could defend.
Both went on the attack, and it was particularly pleasing to
see David playing glorious inside out cover drives and late
cuts given his recent glut of runs! Rohan came perilously close to what would have
been a fine century but all in all we were happy with our score of 256.

22
21
Drizzle set in during the tea break, not so much that Praveen’s family felt any need to
change their beach plans, but enough to reduce the North Devon innings to 30 overs
and a 200 run target. Saikat bowled a sharp first over to Aussie pro number 2, B
Witty, forcing him to play and miss a few times. That though was about as good as it
got as the North Devon opening pair played with reckless abandon as the ball began
to travel to all parts. It was literally a tidal wave of batting pressure. Witty retired his
innings after reaching his century, which allowed roughly 2 balls of respite before the
aforementioned Isherwood began teeing off into a nearby field.
Five lost balls in the space of roughly 3 overs and we were quickly waving the white
flag as North Devon sauntered to their adjusted target with 8 overs to spare. The
game was actually conceded just prior to the target being reached as we had run out
of balls.
Being the professional unit that we are, we licked our wounds on the 75-minute drive
back to home base near Exeter where a smiling Jamie was waiting for us. After a
quick bbq by iPhone light, we retired to the couch to watch the replay on YouTube
with notebooks (and cobras) in hand and laughter in abundance.
Thurs 18 July

Sidmouth

Lost by 56 runs

They 167/3 in 20 overs (Patidar 94*, Fowler 30, Tahir 2/25, N.Nayar 1/48)
We 111/10 in 16 overs (Barreto 21, T.Keleher 18, Watkins 3/31, Knowles 2/9)
The much-anticipated fixture with Sidmouth was reduced to an evening 20/20 match
as the hosts were struggling to raise a side. On the plus side it gave us a few extra
hours to both enjoy the serene surroundings at Westcott House and retire to the
Sidmouth beach to catch some sunshine. In reality it also gave us a better chance of
victory given the thumping we received a year prior in a 40 over match.
Conditions were similar to North Devon with a fast pitch and slick outfield. The
decision to open with Neeraj didn’t go as planned as he lacked his customary control.
Wajid replaced him in an attempt to stem the flow of runs and in the 5th over he did
what we were not able to do at North Devon – take a wicket!
He would take one more to be the pick of the bowlers, as would Neeraj in his second
spell, but Sidmouth eased to a score of 167 after their 20 overs with opener Jash
Patidar the standout unbeaten on 94. Unfortunately with skipper Rohan injuring his
leg whilst fielding, and Neeraj still nursing a sore elbow, the KCC batting line-up was
effectively 9 players.
We started brightly enough as Tim creamed a couple of boundaries, but after being
triggered LBW the chase quickly fell apart. Loose shots and rash decision-making
left us teetering at 55 for 5 (effectively 7) at the halfway point and the match was all
but over. Eddy and Seethal at least got to enjoy some time in the middle but in the
end we couldn’t even bat out our overs in a disappointing run chase.
On the plus side, we had plenty of time to make our 9:30 reservation at the nearby
Marine pub where the pizza is outstanding, and we came a close second in the pub
quiz so not all was lost.
Fri 19 July

Budleigh Salterton

Cancelled – rain

Weddings of the Season

Above: SEETHAL AND SANGEETA THARAKAN Below: ALEX AND PAIGE SABELLI

THE KENSINGTON TEAMS – LONDON v MUMBAI – 15 June 2019
Back: Sid Chhibbar, David Behar, Deepak Ramachandra, Viraj Sawant, Roshan Shetty, Bern Toomey, Nitin Bajaj, Chetan Singh, Rohan
Ghosh, Amit Shanker, Pradip Lotlecar, Praveen Lekhraj.
Front: Saurav Sen, Shashi Someshwar, Lakshya Kochhar, Akhi Shailendra, Ankush Bhan, Saikat Barua, Eddy Barreto, Seethal Tharakan,
Rahul Sengupta. (Missing, ie gone awol – Bernard van Vuuren)
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CLUB RECORDS
KCC Squads of the Decades
Players for this "dream team" were selected on the basis of their performance and impact in the
decade, with due regard given to the balance of the 16-man squad between batters, all-rounders and
bowlers. At least two wicketkeepers were included. The names are listed in probable batting order.
1990 - 1999
Qualification:
40 matches
San Gore (wk)
Ram Vajpeyi
Ravi Kannan
David Gray
Chris Ledger
Jim Kumar (wk)
Neeraj Nayar
Ben Goldschmied (wk)
Vinoo Nath
Damien Brown
John Behar
Robert Smith
Jon Pickles
Michael Blumberg
Sunil Amar
Ralph Cobban

2000 - 2009
Qualification:
40 matches
Tim Keleher
San Gore (wk)
Jamie Keleher (wk)
Rohan Ghosh (wk)
David Behar
Jai Singh
Chris Ledger
Matt Marshall
Neeraj Nayar
Saurav Sen
John Behar
Elias Hussain
Todd Cornehls
Jon Pickles
Sunil Amar
Michael Blumberg

M

I NO Runs Avg

139 128 19 3441 31.57
48 45 6 1009 25.87
74 72 13 3249 55.07
46 44 11 1051 31.85
130 124 16 3272 30.30
41 39 11 1102 39.36
72 64 15 1350 27.55
61 53 10 738 17.16
137 132 10 2473 20.27
41 34 3 718 23.16
90 79 4 1716 22.88
59
49
50
104
82

M
58
263
126
124
90
45
204
204
231
73
116
164
40
48
123
120

I NO Runs Avg
58
232
122
115
88
40
187
174
209
51
94
116

7
35
17
13
13
7
22
31
29
11
13
26

2558
5043
5137
3462
2168
1614
5322
4398
4052
1038
1515
1568

ct/s
80
18
30
10
59
21
18
55
27
14
32
18
3
2
16
22

ct/s

O

M

R

W

Avg

215 34 737 38 19.39
308 65 1118 51 21.92
821 127 2930 147 19.93
375

28 1641

66 24.86

683 127 2522 137 18.41
513 110 1670 90 18.56
385 79 1181 57 20.72
351 64 1324 62 21.35
477 63 1942 89 21.82
662 109 2342 83 28.22

O

M

R

W

Avg

50.16 32
25.60 158
48.92 123
33.94 54
28.91 20
48.91 14
32.25 77 627 78 2827 104 27.18
30.76 48 1223 189 5148 214 24.06
22.51 79 1088 128 5204 206 25.26
25.95 25 418 47 1933 85 22.74
18.70 35 860 126 3265 180 18.14
17.42 23 1319 214 5122 214 23.93
17 311 59 1069 73 14.64
3 378 79 1280 71 18.03
13 724 107 2844 143 19.89
7 728 84 3063 142 21.57
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KCC Squad of the Decade 2010 - 2019
Qualification:
M
I NO Runs Avg
40 matches
Tim Keleher
Jai Singh
Matt Syddall
Amit Shanker
Rohan Ghosh (wk)
Nitin Chaturvedi
Shahzeb Mohammed (wk)
Saurav Sen
Deepak Ramachandra
Tabrez Khan
Neeraj Nayar
Saikat Barua
Wajid Tahir
Bernard van Vuuren
Sunil Amar
Seethal Tharakan

All-Time Top 25 Batsmen
Qualification:
50 completed innings

M

Tim Keleher
Ravi Kannan
Jamie Keleher
Jai Singh
Amit Shanker
Rohan Ghosh
Chris Ledger
Shahzeb Mohammed
Jimpy Kumar
Matthew Marshall
Saurav Sen
San Gore
Ram Vajpeyi
James Pickles
Neeraj Nayar
Saikat Barua
David Behar
Tabrez Khan
Waqar Siraj
Vinoo Nath
John Behar
Stefanos Nayar
Elias Hussain
Ben Goldschmied
Michael Blumberg

150
108
160
90
96
274
473
88
103
297
162
558
71
97
463
115
212
200
84
214
241
71
167
133
217

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

ct/s

92 87 20 4473 66.76
45 43 1 1607 38.26
42 40 3 1287 34.78
96 89 12 2560 33.25
150 144 19 4063 32.50
56 54 12 1728 41.14
88 83 6 2298 29.84
89 68 23 1212 26.93
41 33 5 519 18.54
121 101 24 1662 21.58
160 128 34 2025 21.54
115 83 23 1371 22.85
44
47
105
66

I NO Runs
145
104
154
83
89
259
443
83
98
240
119
495
67
77
401
83
201
159
69
200
203
65
118
117
125

27 7031
16 4479
20 6002
8 3221
12 2560
32 7525
55 11753
6 2298
23 2236
42 5407
34 2250
75 10999
7 1469
12 1554
78 7427
23 1371
21 4078
46 2354
15 1080
17 3645
23 3556
13
991
26 1586
16 1626
51 1148

42
16
9
39
62
12
62
44
19
29
31
39
8
18
9
9

O

M

321
152

HS

6s

100 940
109 635
127 794
19 435
28 351
50 1064
217 1559
58 278
35 286
119 659
32 283
33 1237
14 185
3 216
18 884
56 144
43 613
69 256
13 141
4 444
42 487
3 135
22 220
4 223
6 134

*

*
*
*
*
*
*

W

Avg

46 1418

48

29.5

11

37

20.1

744

607 72 2918 126 23.2
308 58 1190 67 17.76
442 41 2311 82 28.2
836 119 3795 153 24.80
746 100 3225 131 24.6
297 45 1399 56
25
317 45 1400 65 21.5
644 77 2891 122 23.70
448 66 1910 77 24.8

187
150
148
133
139
142
131
100
93
136
106
116
138
79
121
87
151
84
98
100
101
63
59
73
59

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

R

4s

Os 50s 100s Avg
3
6
10
3
5
17
45
7
10
31
15
36
5
5
35
8
23
21
13
16
24
8
13
17
16

36 22
24 10
37 11
22 4
12 2
41 9
60 8
10 1
12
28 5
10 1
44 5
8 1
8
22 4
6
16 5
9
5
17 1
13 1
4
7
7
1

59.58
50.90
44.79
42.95
33.25
33.15
30.29
29.84
29.81
27.31
26.47
26.19
24.48
23.91
22.99
22.85
22.66
20.83
20.00
19.92
19.76
19.06
17.24
16.10
15.51

ROHAN GHOSH
Reaches 7500 runs

CLUB RECORDS
All-Time Top 25 Bowlers
Qualification:
300 overs

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

O

353
Todd Cornehls
372
Mark Pybus
Deepak Ramachandra 308
513
Robert Smith
318
Tahir Saeed
1705
John Behar
331
Hammad Rishad
800
Jon Pickles
2291
Sunil Amar
317
Bernard van Vuuren
1223
Michael Blumberg
343
Mark Jefferson
452
Farrukh Hasan
1025
Saurav Sen
1525
Chris Ledger
354
David Gray
1329
Elias Hussain
1704
Matthew Marshall
746
Saikat Barua
448
Seethal Tharakan
535
Wajid Tahir
2299
Neeraj Nayar
Akhilesh Shailendra 388
759
Ralph Cobban
447
Gabriel Thomas

M

60 1309
59 1590
58 1190
110 1670
59 1058
275 6608
52 1332
162 2628
326 9103
45 1400
160 5056
51 1395
78 1808
119 4851
210 6121
75 1304
214 5215
242 7371
100 3225
66 1910
74 2478
275 10640
58 1618
119 2836
24 2556

Wicketkeeping
Qualification:
30 matches

"Stats Guru" San

R

Best
Averages
Perf 5w O/W R/O R/W

W
81
94
67
90
57
345
68
134
445
65
233
62
79
211
266
56
215
301
131
77
99
425
62
100
88

M

5 / 15
6 / 14
4 / 13
6 / 48
4 / 31
7 / 21
5 / 24
7 / 37
7 / 27
4 / 20
8 / 37
4/8
5 / 28
5 / 16
7 / 40
5 / 29
5 / 59
6 / 32
5 / 64
5 / 27
5 / 55
6 / 55
4 / 18
6 / 26
5 / 55

c

s

3
3
3
7
2
5
4
7
1
6
6
2
1
7
1
3
3
2
1
1

byes

262 156 64 1637
San Gore
Ben Goldschmied 104 74 23 641
75 69 22 223
Jamie Keleher
Shahzeb Mohammed 63 41 9 368
57 39 15 242
Rohan Ghosh
48 38 10 147
Jimpy Kumar
40 17 12 201
Mark Oppe
37 17 8 232
Jason Moores
30 22 7 155
Tim Yeardley
30 20 7 163
Rob Goode

4.4
4.0
4.6
5.7
5.6
4.9
4.9
6.0
5.1
4.9
5.2
5.5
5.7
4.9
5.7
6.3
6.2
5.7
5.7
5.8
5.4
5.4
6.3
7.6
5.1

Runs
45185
16947
13503
11219
10021
6130
7207
6595
4622
3713

3.7
4.3
3.9
3.3
3.3
3.9
4.0
3.3
4.0
4.4
4.1
4.1
4.0
4.7
4.0
3.7
3.9
4.3
4.3
4.3
4.6
4.6
4.2
3.7
5.7

16.16
16.91
17.76
18.56
18.56
19.15
19.59
19.61
20.46
21.54
21.70
22.50
22.89
22.99
23.01
23.29
24.26
24.49
24.62
24.81
25.03
25.04
26.10
28.36
29.05

R/b b/m
28
26
61
30
41
42
36
28
30
23

6.2
6.2
3.0
5.8
4.2
3.1
5.0
6.3
5.2
5.4
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Record partnership for each wicket
Wkt Runs
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th

197
227
258
179+
164
138+
123
119+
72+
84

Opponents
Ram Vajpeyi
Tim Keleher
Tim Keleher
Preetinder Singh
Praveen Lekhraj
Pammi Chaggar
Alex Page
Chris Ledger
Mark Lunney
D.Ramachandra

(138 ),
(125*),
(187 ),
(91*),
(79 ),
(106*),
(86*),
(75*),
(32*),
(83*),

Neeraj Nayar
Matt Marshall
Amit Shanker
Nitin Chaturvedi
Saikat Barua
Matt Marshall
Charles Salem
Michael Blumberg
Russell Smail
Sunil Amar

(83 ),
(94 ),
(94*),
(81*),
(87*),
(55*),
(63 ),
(45*),
(40*),
(2 ),

Elthorne
Reigate Pilgrims
Sawbridgeworth
Richmond
Northfields
Marlow Park
Harrodian
Travellers (Camb)
Chiswick Homefields
Old Westminsters

1999
2007
2016
2019
2019
2010
1986
1995
1994
2014

Highest score for each batting position
No

Runs

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

187
139
147
150
123
107
100
75
62
62
83
47

10
11

Opponents
Tim Keleher
Amit Shanker
Jamie Keleher
Ravi Kannan
Ravi Kannan
Matt Marshall
Matt Marshall
Chris Ledger
Chris Ledger
Hammad Rishad
Deepak Ramachandra
Dan Taylor

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Most Runs

Most Wickets
Runs Avg

Chris Ledger
San Gore
Rohan Ghosh
Neeraj Nayar
Tim Keleher
Jamie Keleher
Matt Marshall
Ravi Kannan
David Behar
Vinoo Nath
John Behar

Sawbridgeworth
Bank of England
North Holmwood
Cobham
Wembley
Elthorne
Marlow Park
Travellers (Cambridge)
East Horsley
Marlow Park
Old Westminsters
Merrow

11753
10999
7525
7427
7031
6002
5407
4479
4078
3645
3556

30.29
26.19
32.58
22.99
59.58
44.79
27.31
50.90
22.66
19.92
19.76

2016
2017
2004
1997
1997
2003
2006
1995
2001
2009
2014
2007

Most Catches
Wkts Avg

Sunil Amar
Neeraj Nayar
John Behar
Matt Marshall
Chris Ledger
Michael Blumberg
Elias Hussain
Saurav Sen
Tabrez Khan
Jon Pickles
Saikat Barua

445
425
345
301
266
233
215
211
139
134
131

20.46
25.04
19.15
24.49
23.01
21.70
24.26
22.99
29.88
19.61
24.62

Chris Ledger
Neeraj Nayar
San Gore
Tim Keleher
Saurav Sen
John Behar
Rohan Ghosh
Jamie Keleher
Matt Marshall
Sunil Amar
Ravi Kannan

171
128
80
74
69
68
62
59
58
55
48

30
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CLUB RECORDS
The Match Double
Qualification: 50 runs and 5 wickets
Michael Blumberg
59* and 5/54
David Steele
108* and 6/38
Ian McLean
85
and 5/22
Chris Ledger
61
and 7/40
Ravi Kannan
97* and 5/66
Guy Haynes
58
and 5/42
Darren Cotterell
87* and 6/28

v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Michael Phillip’s XI
Shepherd’s Bush
Weekenders
Old Merchant Taylors
Roehampton
XL Club of Spain
Windsor Great Park

1987
1988
1989
1996
1997
2001
2003

The Season’s Double
Qualification: 325 runs and 25 wickets
Runs Wkts
John Behar (3) 330
30
1996
385
35
1999
420
34
2000
Chris Ledger (3) 597
31
1993
489
35
1997
724
30
2001
Neeraj Nayar (2) 357
25
2001
412
35
2006
Matt Marshall (1) 525
43
2002
Tabrez Khan (1) 333
30
2010

The Wicketkeeper’s Double
Qualification: 300 runs and 20 dismissals
Runs Dismissals
San Gore
(2)
476
20
2000
657
23
2004
Rob Goode
500
22
1985
Jimpy Kumar
375
20
2003
Shahzeb Mohammed 568
20
2014

Most runs
Over:
30
Innings: 187
Season: 1097

Shahid Nawaz 1984
Tim Keleher
2016
Jamie Keleher 2004

Most wickets
Innings:
8 Michael Blumberg 2002
Rohan Sur
2013
Season:
44 Elias Hussain
2003

Most sixes
Over:
5
Innings:
11
Season:
41

Shahid Nawaz 1984
Shahid Nawaz 1984
Matt Marshall 2003

Most fours
Over:
6
Innings:
30
Season: 162

Chris Ledger 2001
Sanjay Kohli 1989
Jamie Keleher 2004

Most fifties/hundreds
Succession: 4
Ram Vajpeyi
Guy Haynes
Jai Singh
Season:
10
Jamie Keleher
Most ducks
Season:
7

Chris Ledger

1999
2001
2003
2004

2001

Most dismissals
Innings:
6 San Gore v Leigh 2003
(all stumped off R Mitra)
Season:
23 San Gore
2004

Hat-tricks
Chris Miller
v Design Council 1989
Matt Marshall v Marsa SC, Malta 2002
Michael Blumberg v Hawley
2002
Elias Hussain v South Hampstead 2003
Shray Amar
v Jesus College
2003
David Behar v Weekenders
2006
Hammad Rishad v Jesus College 2008
Saurav Sen
v Mayo College
2008
Sunil Amar
v Dunsfold
2012
Saurav Sen
v Marlow Park
2013
Ajit Ramsagar v Hawridge
2013
Wajid Tahir
v Harpsden
2017

Most catches
Innings:
5
Season:
16

Warren Williams 2010
Akhi Shailendra 2011

31
31

CLUB RECORDS
Scores at the fall of each wicket
Highest
Wkt
Score
1st
197
2nd
236
3rd
305

Elthorne
Elthorne
Elthorne

1999
1999
1999

Lowest
Wkt
1st
2nd
3rd

4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th

Hawridge
Hawridge
Maidenhead
Barnes
Sth Hampstead
Sth Hampstead
Sth Hampstead

2013
2018
2007
2013
2014
2014
2014

4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th

279
293
289
299
306
308
309

Highest innings totals
Batting first
To win: 316/5 v Oporto
2011
To draw: 304/2 v Sevenoaks
2006
To lose: 264/7 v Old Redingen 2006

To win: 330/3
To draw: 257/8
257/7
To lose: 309/10

Batting second
v Sawbo
v Denham
v Marlow Park
v Sth Hampst’d

2016
1993
2007
2014

Opposition
To win: 342/6 Sth Hampst’d 2014
To draw: 297/6 Old Redingen’ 2009
To lose: 326/4 Sawbrid’worth 2016
Most runs in a match
656
326/4 Sawbridgeworth
330/3 KCC
2016
Fastest hundred
51 balls faced and 36 scoring shots
Tahir Saeed
v VCC
2008
Fastest fifty
21 balls faced and 15 scoring shots
Hammad Rishad v Marlow Park 2009
David Behar (18) v Weekenders 2008

Score
0
(48 times)
0
( 5 times)
5
Lamb Inn
Tiddington
Old Wets
6
Travellers
7
Travellers
16
Chalvington
18
Chalvington
18
Chalvington
21
Chalvington
21
Chalvington

1983
2010
2014
1995
1995
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985

Lowest innings totals
Batting 1st: 60 v Lamb Inn
1986
Batting 2nd: 21 v Chalvington
1985
Opposition: 19 Touring Theatres 1989
Tie
119/10 (both)
170/10 (both)
173/10 (both)
203 in 40 overs
228 in 40 overs

v Reigate Pilgrims 1995
v Dunsfold
2002
v Olinda Vandals 2003
v Odiham
2010
v Acton
2015

Largest margins of victory
236 runs
v Edmonton
10 wkts
v East India
10 wkts
v Hawley
10 wkts
v Frensham
10 wkts
v Bish. Stortford
10 wkts
v Jesus College

2002
1986
1999
2005
2007
2015

Largest margins of defeat
213 runs
v Bombay Gym
10 wkts
v Guinness
10 wkts
v Falkland

2008
1987
2012

Most extras conceded
Innings:
54 v Leigh

2009
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INTERNATIONAL CRICKET IN LONDON 2020
Kvof !4 – 8
June
June 25 – 29
July 11
July 30 – 3 Aug
Sept 15

England v West Indies
England v West Indies
England v Australia
England v Pakistan
England v Ireland

1st Test
3rd Test
1st ODI (D/N)
1st Test
3rd ODI (D/N)

Oval
Lord’s
Lord’s
Lord’s
Oval

RS
@L L S HRBG RETURNS
QDS TQMR
STAMMTISCH
After a break of eleven years, we have revived the tradition of a Stammtisch, the
German custom where members of a club and their friends meet at one particular
place at the same time each month. We are back at The Britannia, a Youngs pub on
Allen Street, Kensington, London W8 6UX. We meet between 7 pm and 10 pm on
the first Wednesday of every month. Do drop in for a few drinks and good company.
The atmosphere is lively, informal and welcoming.

ANNUAL DINNER AND DANCE
The 47th Annual Dinner and Dance was held on Saturday 16 November 2019 at our
favourite venue, The St. James’ Court Hotel on Buckingham Gate, London SW1.
This black-tie event attended by almost 100 members and guests was splendidly
organised by Sunil Amar, San Gore, Neeraj Nayar and a variety of helpers.
An all-inclusive ticket provided pre-dinner drinks, an excellent Indian plated meal
and lots of dancing to a disco rhythm. It was good to see so many regular supporters
at the function – they keep coming back for more – and it made for such a warm and
pleasant evening.
As we sat down for dinner Neeraj welcomed the guests, including those from other
clubs we play. Lord Bilimoria gave a rousing opening address in which he introduced
our new patron, Baroness Usha Prashar. After the meal (efficiently served, as always,
by Abdul Guenouni and his staff), Neeraj with his usual flair conducted the
traditional presentations of the silverware to the season’s prize-winners, accompanied
by a slick slide show. Amidst warm applause Navneet Bali and Tabrez Khan were
each awarded the Maroon Jacket for their lifetime dedication to the Club and received
the Adelaide Cup donated by the Eighties batch of Aussies, and now sponsored by
Johnnie Walker.
The raffle proved to be a tremendous hit. The top prizes were two nights for two at
Westin Paris-Vendome Hotel donated by Best at Travel, and a bespoke designer
waistcoat once again donated by Janice and Tony Rickard. Our thanks also go to
Cobra Beer, Johnnie Walker Gold Label, Grange Hotels, Antron Fashions, St. James’
Court Hotel, Hoppers and various members for offering such generous prizes.
Finally, we thank all those who attended for their unstinting support to the Club and
for making the event such a memorable occasion.
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PLAYERS 2020
Sunil Amar
Sumaer Amar
Eddy Barreto
Saikat Barua
David Behar
John Behar
Michael Blumberg
Nitin Chaturvedi
Sid Chhibbar
Ian Elliott
Jake Elliott
Rory Elliott
Sriharsha Gandadi
Rohan Ghosh
Kamrul Hasan
Elias Hussain
Oscar Jefferson
Wesley Johnson
Jamie Keleher
Tim Keleher
Raheel Khan
Tabrez Khan
Ryan Konson
Amit Kumar
Chris Ledger
Praveen Lekhraj

Pradip Lotlecar
Matthew Marshall
Paul McKechnie
Rajat Mehta
Shahzeb Mohammed
Kunal Nathwani
Neeraj Nayar
Stefanos Nayar
Al Naser Regan
Hammad Rishad
Tim Russell
Alessandro Sabelli
Varun Sarna
Saurav Sen
Amit Shanker
Navjot Sidhu
Chetan Singh
Jai Singh
Preetinder Singh
Andy Stokes
Adam Sumner
Matthew Syddall
Wajid Tahir
Seethal Tharakan
Bernard van Vuuren

NON-PLAYING MEMBERS
Navneet Bali
Sarwar Chowdari
Ben Goldschmied

San Gore
Mark Jefferson
Jon Pickles

LIFE MEMBERS
Lord Bilimoria
Ralph Cobban

Ian McLean
Mark Pybus

Anthony Rickard
William Rodwell
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ASSOCIATES AND PAST MEMBERS IN CONTACT
Kirti Azad
Ali Bilgrami
Darren Bowden
Keith Bradshaw
Damien Brown
Greg Browne
Steve Chambers
Simon Collins
Pammi Chaggar
Corbett Chellew
Todd Cornehls
Sachin Date
Andrew Doherty
Will Douglas
Chris Downes
Paul Gladding
Deane Golding
Asa Goldschmied
Rob Goode
Bharat Gorasiya
David Gray
Julian Halliburton
Farrukh Hasan
Brett Hatfield
Peter Hill
Rodney Hogg
Anshu Jain
Paul Kacper
Ravi Kannan
John Keen
Khush Khan

New Delhi, India
Aylesbury, UK
Wagga Wagga, Aus
Adelaide, Aus
Melbourne, Aus
Adelaide, Aus
Adelaide, Aus
Wantage, UK
London, UK
Hong Kong
Shrewsbury, UK
London, UK
Sydney, Aus
Brisbane, Aus
Melbourne, Aus
Bristol, UK
Adelaide, Aus
London, UK
Adelaide, Aus
Dubai, UAE
London, UK
London, UK
London, UK
Sydney, Aus
Adelaide, Aus
Sydney, Aus
London, UK
Melbourne, Aus
London, UK
Adelaide, Aus
Jeddah, Saudi

Furquan Kidwai
Sowmi Krishnamurthy
Jimpy Kumar
Ravi Mantha
Harp Matharu
Hugh McPharlin
Gautom Menon
Rangam Mitra
Jason Moores
Bishwarup Nandi
Virendra Nath
Mark Oppe
Unmish Parthasarathi
James Pickles
Ravi Rajagopal
Deepak Ramachandra
Ravi Ramamrutham
Srinath Ramamurthy
Ajit Ramsagar
Vivek Rattan
Manas Roy
Tahir Saeed
Atul Setia
Akhi Shailendra
Waqar Siraj
Gabriel Thomas
Steve Thomas
Setlur Venkataranga
Richard Wilkie
David Williams
Tim Yeardley

Karachi, Pakistan
London, UK
London, UK
Hyderabad, India
London, UK
Adelaide, Aus
Coimbatore, India
Bucharest, Romania
Chichester, UK
Bangalore, India
Kolkata, India
Dorset, UK
Singapore
London, UK
London, UK
Mumbai, India
New York, USA
Mumbai, India
Singapore
London, UK
Sylhet, Bangladesh
Lahore, Pakistan
London, UK
Hong Kong
London, UK
Bangalore, India
London, UK
Bangalore, India
Adelaide, Aus
Faversham, UK
Baildon, UK

DATES FOR YOUR 2020 DIARY
Jan 12 - Apr 12
Feb – Nov
Apr 19
May 1
May 30-31
Sept 19
Oct 22
Nov 21
Dec 13

Indoor Nets at Lords – each Sunday 6pm – 7pm
Stammtisch – first Wednesday each month (see page 32)
First match of the season
Annual Subscription due
Tour to Paris
Club match – followed by dinner
Annual General Meeting
Annual Dinner and Dance
Christmas Stammtisch

FIXTURES 2020
Date

Opponents

Venue

Start Match Manager

APRIL
Sun 19
Sun 26

Radlett
Northfields

Radlett
Boston Manor

1:30
1:00

Nitin Chaturvedi
Saikat Barua

Chelsea Arts Club
Richmond

Dulwich
Richmond

1:00
1:00

Tim Keleher
Rohan Ghosh

Chingford
Reigate Pilgrims
Nomads
Maidenhead & Bray
Tour: Standard Athletic
Tour: Standard Athletic
Dunsfold

Chingford
Betchworth
Ascott House
Bray
Paris, France
Paris, France
Dunsfold

1:30
1:00
1:00
1:30
1:30
1:30
1:00

Saikat Barua
Saurav Sen
Tim Keleher
Rohan Ghosh
Sunil Amar
Sunil Amar
Saikat Barua

Hampstead
Harpsden

Hampstead
Harpsden

1:00
1:00

Nitin Chaturvedi
Tim Keleher

Sawbridgeworth
Northwood

Sawbridgeworth
Northwood

1:30
1:30

Saikat Barua
Saurav Sen

Hemel Hempstead Town
Finchley – T20
Old Westminsters
Warborough & Shillingford
Barnes – T20
Bank of England

Hemel Hempstead
Finchley
Vincent Square
Warborough
Barnes
Roehampton

1:00
5:30
11:30
1:00
5:30
2:00

Rohan Ghosh
Tim Keleher
Chris Ledger
David Behar
Tim Keleher
Neeraj Nayar

Chaldon

Chaldon

1:00

Rohan Ghosh

MAY
Sat
2
Sun 3
Fri
8
Sun 10
Sun 17
Sun 24
Mon 25
Sat 30
Sun 31
Sun 31
JUNE
Sun 7
Sun 14
Sat 20
Sun 21
Sun 28
JULY
Sun 5
Thur 9
Sat 11
Sun 12
Fri 17
Sun 19
Fri 24
Sun 26

AUGUST
Sun 2 Tilford
Sat
8 Bank of England
Sun 9 Henley

Tilford
2:00
Roehampton
1:30
Henley-on-Thames 1:00

Chris Ledger
Neeraj Nayar
Nitin Chaturvedi
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FIXTURES 2020
Date

Opponents

Venue

AUGUST
Sat 15
Sun 16
Sun 23
Sun 30
Mon 31

V&A
Hawridge & Cholesbury
Wimbledon
Barnes
Marlow Park

Stonor Park
Cholesbury
Wimbledon
Barnes
Marlow

11:30
1:00
1:00
12:30
12:30

Neeraj Nayar
Saurav Sen
Tim Keleher
Nitin Chaturvedi
David Behar

East Horsley
Acton
Headley
King’s XI Amar
v Gore Knight Riders
Club match and dinner
Kew
Great Missenden Pelicans

East Horsley
Acton
Headley Heath

1:00
12:00
1:00

Rohan Ghosh
Nitin Chaturvedi
Saikat Barua

Barnes

12:00

SEPT
Sun 6
Sat 12
Sun 13
Sat 19

Sat 26
Sun 27

Start Match Manager

Kew Green
12:30
Great Missenden 12:00

Chris Ledger
Neeraj Nayar

MATCH PROCEDURES
1 Members wishing to play in any match must indicate their availability, either by
email or text, to the Team Secretary no later than the Monday before the weekend.
2 The selection of the team shall be made by the Team Secretary in consultation with
the Match Manager and, if appropriate, the Club Captain. Subject to available paid
up Members having precedence over guests and Members in arrears of subscription,
the Team Secretary’s decision is final. Teamsheets normally are sent on Wednesday.
3 Players advised of their selection for a fixture, must confirm with the Match
Manager immediately, particularly if there is a difficulty in meeting the commitment.
4 All players should be at the ground at least half an hour before the scheduled start
time. It is discourteous to the opposition and unfair on your team-mates to arrive
late. Therefore, please leave ample time for your journey. In the event of adverse
weather conditions on the day, please stand by your mobile phone; the Match
Manager will contact you if the match is called off.
5 The Match Manager may delegate the role of Captain on the field, but he retains
overall responsibility for the conduct of the game, and its administration, including
care of any Club Kit, completion of the Scorebook, writing the match report, and
accounting to the Treasurer for all match fees and disbursements.
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2019 MATCH REPORTS
Summary: Played 27 – Won 14, Lost 8, Drawn 4, Aban 1. Cancelled - 8
Sun 28 April
We

287/5 in 40 overs

They 126/10 in 33 overs

Northfields

Won by 161 runs

(Barua 87*, Lekhraj 79, Shanker 39, S.Nayar 35,
Extras 41, Garner 2/57)
(Rathore 22, Kent 22*, Chhibbar 3/18, N.Nayar 3/26)

Despite the threats of rain we managed a complete game in our season opener and
finished with a resounding win. Northfields captain David Redhead won the toss and
elected to field on a green track in overcast conditions with an icy wind blowing.
Richard Kent of Northfields made the breakthrough in the first over to support his
captain’s decision to bowl first when Shahzeb Mohammed top-edged one and was
smartly taken on the fine leg boundary. Number 3 Stefanos Nayar and other opener
Amit Shanker consolidated the early loss and formed a decent partnership of 65 runs.
Stef looked in great touch, hitting 7 quick boundaries before being bowled by Garner.
Birthday Boy John Behar came in but sadly went back without contributing. Was this
going to be the start of the usual mid-order KCC collapse? This time, however,
debutant Praveen Lekhraj managed to stop that with the support of Amit. These two
added 49 runs before Amit nicked behind off Rathore’s bowling (114/4). KCC
skipper Saikat Barua was next in to help his team to get to a respectable total to
defend. The rest was history, literally!
The hard-hitting Saikat and the elegant lefthanded Praveen (inset) took full advantage
of anything loose from Northfields bowlers
– and there were plenty. They put on 164
runs in 120 balls and broke the club record
partnership for the 5th wicket that had been
standing for 22 years. Both batsmen were
in no mood for mercy, smashing 8 sixes
and 15 fours between them. Praveen fell in
the penultimate over after a well-made 79
and Saikat remained unbeaten on 87. At the end of 40 overs, we had reached a
challenging total of 287/5. David Garner was the pick of the Northfields bowlers with
2 wickets – would have been more if the catches had been held.
An excellent tea was served with some delicious curries and breads. Perhaps because
of it, all our bowlers were warmed up and Northfields innings never really got going.
Wickets kept tumbling for the hosts once Wajid Tahir made the breakthrough. Sid
Chhibbar and Neeraj Nayar were most lethal, both claiming 3 wickets each.
Eventually, Northfields were all out for 126 in 33 overs, falling well below the target
to hand KCC a huge win by 161 runs – certainly a brilliant birthday gift for KCC
legend, John Behar. Happy birthday, John.
A post-match presentation was held in the pavilion where Akshit Rathore was
awarded the JW Gold Label for his all-round performance for Northfields, and Saikat
received the Cobra for his unbeaten 87. We look forward to the game next year.
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Sun 5 May

Richmond

Won by 7 wkts

They 217/7 in 40 overs
(Cole 122*, Laws 69, Tharakan 3/37, Chhibbar 2/27)
We 220/3 in 35 overs
(P.Singh 91*, Chaturvedi 81*, Chaurasia 2/21)
Defying conventional wisdom once again, Nitin Chaturvedi elected to bowl on what
looked like a decent batting track. As usual KCC started without a full team but
Adam and Bernard were both quite tight, even though a bit rusty. It wasn’t long
before Adam struck, getting the Richmond opener to nick a faint edge to Shahzeb.
Bernard got the second wicket and at 34/2 after 11 overs, it looked like the winter
nets had been a worthwhile investment.
With confidence surging, KCC maintained pressure as Richmond’s Barnaby Cole and
Chris Laws dug in to consolidate. Fielders cheered the bowlers with words if not
always with actions. The next wicket fell … 20 overs and 139 runs later! The
dangerous Chris succumbed to the wobbly inswing of Sid Chhibbar, who had
grudgingly agreed to bowl (something about a myth that KCC all-rounders need to
pick one skill for the day). Although fearing that he may not get to bat, Sid still went
on to knock back another wicket cheaply.
And then it was time for the Seethal Tharakan con act. Three batters went back for
nought before they realised that run up and speed of delivery are not always
correlated; modes of dismissal – LBW, LBW, Bowled. While Barnaby continued to
push the score literally on his own, reaching a well-struck century, Richmond ended
below what they may have expected after 30 overs, but at a very respectable 217 after
their 40.
KCC were confident this total was well within reach. The batting line-up was strong
and experienced. What could go wrong? Richmond’s Sumit Chaurasia bowled with
control and swing and snared both openers. Then Shahzeb fell soon after to leave
KCC tottering at 41 for 3 after 13 overs. Nitin had strategically placed himself at No.
5 and Sid at No.6 as a double safeguard against a potential batting collapse.
As it turned out, only one backstop was required.
Preetinder Singh (inset) and Nitin (who have
shared three century partnerships out of the four
occasions they have batted together) blunted any
hope Richmond may have had. Nitin hit a flurry
of boundaries while Preetinder played himself in.
And then the roles reversed as Preetinder hit his
groove and played a brilliant match-winning
innings with Nitin feeding him as much strike as
possible. They scored 179 runs in an unbeaten
stand to set a new club record for the fourth
wicket and secure a comfortable win with five
overs to spare against, it must be said, a somewhat
understrength Richmond side.
As the team rejoiced over beer and banter, Sid (who sat padded up for 27 overs)
couldn’t shake off that nagging thought – are KCC’s batting all-rounders fated to not
bat if they bowl in the first innings?
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Mon 6 May
We

272/6 in 40 overs

They 168/8 in 40 overs

Marlow Park

Won by 104 runs

(T.Keleher 101*, Barua 52, R.Khan 39, Gandadi 20,
Hanan 2/54, J.Hoggan 2/72)
(Barlow 33, White 30, Amar 3/33, Konson 2/21)

The Bank Holiday ‘cold spell’ could not stop KCC from continuing on their hot
streak to start the season. Marlow Park has been the scene of many a great KCC
match over the years, but fielding an understrength team they never stood a chance
against a fine KCC team effort.
We were sportingly given the honour of batting first, and Saikat must surely have set
a KCC record for an opening batsman by recording three sixes as his first three
scoring shots on his way to a second fifty in as many innings. In the midst of that
early onslaught, Marlow Park’s opening bowler produced two fine deliveries to
upend the stumps of Praveen and Stefanos who had both been in good form.
Raheel joined Saikat at the crease and together they took us towards three figures
until Raheel was undone by some brilliant leg-spin from Marlow Park youngster, 12year-old Joe Hoggan. Harsha and Oscar made small contributions before it was left to
Tim and Neeraj to close out the KCC innings and take us to a very healthy score of
272. Tim was brutally brilliant, reaching his century in just 66 balls and on the last
ball of the innings.
Marlow Park were never really in the hunt, especially after Ryan had their opening
bat bowled from a half tracker and Neeraj and Praveen combined to stump the other
opening bat when the ball rebounded off Praveen’s chest onto the wicket. Luck
certainly seemed to be on our side. Ryan’s second wicket was more regulation as he
found the outside edge of Marlow’s most dangerous batsman Kyle Bradley, and at 36
for 3 the game was essentially finished with the remaining time and overs giving
batsmen and bowlers alike some handy match practice.
A comprehensive 104 run victory for KCC.
Sun 13 May
We

162/9 in 42 overs

They 123/7 in 40 overs

Reigate Pilgrims

Drawn

(Gandadi 46, N.Nayar 30, Jefferson 25, Hoy 3/18,
Vijayan 2/14, Mitchell 2/3)
(Janardanan 42, Karmacharya 26, Chaturvedi 3/23)

Good day at Reigate. We couldn't close it out in the end but it was a good draw. We
made 162/9 declared and they finished on 123/7. Man of the Match was Harsha who
made 46 and then kept wickets really well on the typically sticky Reigate pitch.
Neeraj showed his experience in shepherding several batsmen after a top order
collapse. His 72-run partnership with Harsha was vital. Nice cameos from Oscar at
the top and JB and Bernard at the end.
Bern Toomey made a promising debut with a tight and probing spell. The bowling
overall was disciplined, as was the fielding other than a couple of dropped catches.
A beautiful sunny day, nice camaraderie and good banter with the opposition, made
for a great cricket outing.

Above: Nitin Chaturvedi power punches off the back foot
Below: Sid Chhibbar on the front foot; Wajid Tahir takes no prisoners

Careful start by Aussie Tim Keleher before an explosive century at Marlow
Below: Kiwi Tim Russell debuts at Maidenhead
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Sun 19 May

Antigua Cavaliers

Lost by 8 wkts

We
78/10 in 29 overs (Chaturvedi 19, Lekhraj 16, Williams 4/22, Irfan 3/12)
They 82/2 in 11.4 overs (Irfan 49*, Chaturvedi 1/10, van Vuuren 1/18)
Yet again Blackheath let us down, this time because they had a cup game in a
knockout competition and of course they had booked us in case they lost in the first
round! So, we were short of a game for this weekend, but luckily Tim managed to
find one in Walthamstow through the Conference – a club called Antigua Cavaliers.
They sounded very friendly and even offered to provide a West Indian high tea. We
visualised Ambrose and Richards look-a-likes against us and with great trepidation
we made our way to North-east London to the Peter May Sports Centre comprising
four playing fields spread round changing facilities that resembled prison cells! The
pitch didn’t seem to have seen a roller in years! Yet, on an overcast blustery day
against a rather intimidating opposition (in our minds that is) Rohan chose to bat first.
Our worst fears were realised quite early in this 40 overs match. The bowling was
fiery on this typical park wicket with uneven bounce (sometimes none at all) and we
lost our openers cheaply. Praveen and Sid proceeded cautiously but Sid rashly holed
out just when we were regaining momentum. In the next over Rohan was well caught
behind and soon after Praveen was bowled by a grubber. 52/5 became 53/6, Saurav
departing without troubling the scorer (San sitting exposed to the wind – no pavilion
for shelter!). Our tail crumbled swiftly despite some rear-guard action from Nitin; we
ended on a paltry 78 runs in 29 overs, Williams and Irfan being the main destroyers.

As the High Tea was not yet ready, we quickly took the field expecting to roll their
batsmen over on this bowler-friendly pitch. Ha! Bernard and Eddy went for 28 runs
in four overs before Bernard took a great return catch. Irfan, the other opener, decided
to hit over the top as he rattled up 8 fours in a partnership of 41 before Nitin trapped
his partner LBW with just 10 runs short of victory. Irfan smashed a six to end on 49
not out and win the match with 28 overs to spare.
The Antiguans produced the most delicious spread,
West Indian style – jerk chicken, salad and rice
(inset). They were a fun-loving drinking lot with
many of their supporters on hand, all laughing and
ribbing each other in good humour.
With time left it was decided to play a 15 overs a
side beer match, in which KCC redeemed
themselves in the last over with Bernard hitting the
winning boundary. Unfortunately, all the Cobras
had been consumed by the Antiguans when we
were in the field! For his all-round performance
Irfan was presented the Johnnie Walker (which was
instantly opened and shared with his mates). As no
KCC player could remotely claim the equivalent
honour, Rohan did the right thing and gave the
lunch-ladies the large Cobra.
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Sun 26 May
We

Nomads

Lost by 7 wkts

184/10 in 43 overs

(J.Singh 75, Gandadi 42, Sidhu 27*, Ralphs 3/41,
Shawl 2/20, Page 2/66)
They 185/3 in 28.4 overs (Farrell 84*, Ormiston 59, V.Kandampully 30,
Konson 2/24, Barua 1/26)
On a sunny day in London, we travelled to the Ascott House ground (near Leighton
Buzzard, Bucks) to play Nomads, only to find consistent drizzle throughout the day!
Saikat elected to bat in a contest of “which team does better in wet conditions”.
Jai Singh and Chetan Malhotra opened the batting for us and formed a fifty
partnership, but it was very slow going; the first wicket fell at 56 after 100 balls!
Even though Nomads bowled with good control (Jai: “they were bowling so
straight”) there were far too many dead-bat dot balls and numerous singles and twos
turned down due to poor running between the wickets. Harsha tried his best to up the
run rate with a quick-fire 42. He put on 62 with Jai who now had upped his tempo,
but fell when on 75 just as we were kicking on. There was a late contribution from
debutant Nav Sidhu after the middle order lost their wickets in a scramble to put up a
decent target. 184 was all we could manage.
After the tea break, we started well with the ball thanks to Ryan who in his second
over dismissed Nomads captain Tom Brockton. From the other end, Seethal who is
usually very good at bowling straight, unfortunately could not grip the ball and the
opener Kie Farrell took full advantage of it. Kie had an 86 run partnership with
Victor Kandampully to consolidate that early loss before a 20-minute stoppage for
rain. Immediately on resumption, Victor was clean bowled by Saikat.
However, an 87 run match-winning partnership between Kie and Ross Ormiston (59)
took the game away from us. The most notable features of both partnerships were
quick running between the wickets, hitting the ball in the gaps and running lots of
singles, doubles, even triples along with many boundaries. Several bowling changes
were made but Nav, Nitin, Amit and Pradip, failed to make a breakthrough until the
returning Ryan managed to get the consolation wicket of Ross when the scores were
level. Kie Farrell had guided Nomads home with a fantastic 84 not out to plunge us to
a 7-wicket defeat. It is fair to say Nomads were superior in all facets of the game, and
we need to improve our skills, especially in wet conditions.
A short post-match presentation was held where Kie was awarded the JW Gold Label
for his unbeaten 84, and Harsha received the Cobra for his cameo of 42 (Jai had left
the ground by then thus forfeiting the award).
Mon 27 May
We

Maidenhead & Bray

Lost by 9 wkts

200/5 in 35 overs

(T.Keleher 65*, Chaturvedi 41, Shahzeb 26)
Armstrong 2/29)
They 201/1 in 21.1 overs (Walker 103*, Jacobsen 40, Ward 36*, C.Singh 1/42)
We batted first in this shortened 35 over, with the looming and unmistakable threat of
late afternoon British rain. Shahzeb gave an in-depth pitch report prior to the start and
with Tim remembering the 2017 fixture when in similar circumstances we slogged 40
overs in the field before being rained off, he had no hesitation in batting first.

Rohan Ghosh counter-attacks against Vagabonds
THE DASHING BLADES
Shahzeb Mohammed at Bray
Stefanos Nayar at Barnes

AT DUNSFOLD
Back: Tabrez Khan, Amit Shanker, Sunil Amar, Neeraj Nayar, Amit Kumar, Praveen Lekhraj
Front: Rajat Mehta, Adam Sumner, Seethal Tharakan, Harsha Gandadi, Stefanos Nayar
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Nitin and Rohan made very solid starts against a tight Maidenhead attack, as did new
Kiwi recruit Tim Russell playing his first game for KCC. Unfortunately all 3 were
dismissed without posting the big score that was probably required on this pitch. Tim
and Shahzeb combined down the order to help KCC to a respectable but far from
imposing score of 200.
As it turned out even 400 may not have been enough as the Maidenhead openers
opened their shoulders from the start and were never troubled in the chase. Cameron
Jacobsen raced to 40 before being smartly caught by Tim at mid-off, but it was
Aussie pro Ethan Walker who provided the standout innings, securing his ton after a
barrage of boundaries which gave Maidenhead the victory in just the 22nd over.
Sun 2 June

Dunsfold

Won by 74 runs

We

122/10 in 38.2 overs (N.Nayar 49, Shanker 22, Sumner 21, S.Bell 4/35,
Richardson 2/12, Manton 2/31)
They 48/10 in 18.4 overs (S.Bell 18, Sumner 5/21, Tharakan 3/4, Mehta 2/21)
We arrived at charming and picturesque Dunsfold with our customary stop at Sun Inn
before trudging across the field to play one of our oldest Fixtures. Both skippers were
keen to bat first but Neeraj correctly called Heads and chose to take first strike.
Amit Shanker and Neej opened against some tight early bowling and quickly realised
that the wicket would be a GRAFT and GRIND rather than a wallop and belt. Amit
holed out after 15 overs when off-spinner Seb Bell was brought on, and next ball Stef
played an injudicious pull to have his stumps in disarray. Seb bowled unchanged
turning the ball prodigiously and being helped by extreme variable bounce accounted
for Praveen in his next over, and then took smart catches in the field to dismiss
Harsha and Tabrez. All this while Neeraj stood virtually still in dismay (and in run
scoring) hoping for a partnership which finally came from Number 7 Adam Sumner
who stroked a few and struck some lusty blows but was sadly run out by a Neeraj
straight hit that the bowler palmed onto the stumps.
A bit of resistance from No. 11 Sunil Amar and KCC reached 122 with Neej nearly
carrying his bat and being last man out for 49.
The delicious and customary high-quality Tea was
followed by Neej’s Team Talk; a very easy one to make
when you have only 122 to defend, and it went a bit like:
“We can always defend 250 but bowling the opposition out
for less that 122 is what defines KCC. Let’s do this….”
A wonderful debut by Rajat Mehta taking 2 good wickets
and a FABulous spell of serious quick bowling by Adam
(5/21) had Dunsfold on the ropes. Seethal weighed in with
3 wickets in only two overs. KCC recorded a memorable
win as Dunsfold were bowled out for 48 in under 19 overs.
Adam (inset) deservedly picked up the Cobra MOM in full
view of his doting parents. Great camaraderie all round and
several fun ales shared with the opposition post–game.
Long may this fixture continue.
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Sun 9 June
We 202/7 in 35 overs
They 191/7 in 35 overs

Chaldon

Won by 11 runs

(Chaturvedi 94, Barua 33, Shanker 27, Prior 3/45)
(G.Owen 54, Prior 38*, Lotlecar 2/19, Barreto 2/22)

On a cloudy Sunday afternoon, we headed to Six Brothers Field to play our annual
game against Chaldon CC. Skipper Nitin lost the toss and we were asked to bat first
on an uncovered wicket. Amit Shanker and Oscar Jefferson opened for us putting on
29 before Oscar holed out to deep cover. Nitin joined Amit and moved the total
briskly to 66 when Amit unfortunately played on for 27. Sid Chhibbar replaced Amit
and a 78 run partnership ensued in which Nitin was the main contributor. As classy
as ever, Nitin took full toll of anything short and wide, and was looking good for his
maiden ton for the club but unfortunately missed a straighter one from the left-arm
spinner Joe Prior and was trapped LBW for 94. There was a little cameo at the end
from Saikat (33 in 17 balls) that helped us to finish on 202 in the allocated 35 overs;
a very good total given the wicket and Chaldon’s previous history. Joe Prior was the
pick of Chaldon bowlers with 3 wickets.
After the tea break Eddy (inset) struck removing both openers, one
of which had his off stump shattered. Giles Owen and youngster
Nathan Fitzpatrick entered the scene. These two were playing our
somewhat loose bowling well. Nitin brought on Saikat in the hope
of getting a wicket, but our sloppy fielding did not allow it. Both
batsmen were dropped when their innings were starting to blossom
and they capitalised on their early reprieves until Nathan was run
out from point with a direct hit by Saikat. Joe Prior replaced Nathan
and began to take the game away from us. However, Pradip struck
big when he got the wicket of Giles and followed it with another,
that of Fraser Owen. The game was still in balance as Joe Prior was hitting regular
boundaries and the required run rate was never out of reach. Another run out later
and Josh Russell came to the middle and almost won the game for Chaldon when he
hit a blistering 26 including 16 runs from Amit Shanker’s solitary over. Chaldon
needed 21 runs in the last 2 overs then Nitin claimed the dangerous Russell in the
deep. The new batsman and the set Joe Prior (38*) could not finish the job, largely
thanks to an excellent final over from Pradip and Chaldon finished 11 shy of our
total. A great close game of cricket played in a good spirit.
Wed 12 June
Sat 15 June

Kensington India T20

Cancelled – rain

Kensington India

Lost by 61 runs

They 254/5 in 40 overs (Lekhraj 102 rtd, Kochhar 52*, Sawant 38, C.Singh 1/27)
We 193/8 in 40 overs (Ghosh 67, Barua 49, Sen 35, Shetty 3/25, Kochhar 1/27,
van Vuuren 2/7)
KCC India had embarked on their second tour of England a week before this game.
The action-packed itinerary had anticipated several exciting fixtures at marquee
grounds against fantastic opposition. They were sure to be fully acclimatised and
match-tuned by the time they played us at Ascott House as the grand finale to a tour
that coincided with the World Cup. They would dazzle the locals with displays of
cricketing genius that Mumbai is famous for.
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Alas, they brought with them the other thing that Mumbai is famous for – monsoon
rains that last for days on end and bring life to a standstill. And so it came to pass
that, with their games as well as all others in a 500-mile radius washed out for
precisely the duration of their visit, they prepared for the game against us in true
KCC fashion, at a selection of local pubs and eateries. Indeed, even Ascott House
informed us that their pitch was unplayable and it was only through the heroic efforts
of Tim and the KCC committee that we managed to secure a pitch at Regent’s Park to
host the 2019 edition of the “Bashes”.
Play commenced a mere 30 minutes after the scheduled start time of 1pm under
classical English peak summer conditions: spotless blue leaden grey skies with a
gentle breeze howling gale blowing across the ground. Deepak won the toss for
KCCI and, no doubt intimidated by our fielding drills and pre-match ritual of
fortifying ourselves with Ambala Sweets’ finest samosas and jalebis (courtesy
Pradip), elected to bat first. KCCI’s line-up featured a few guests on loan from KCC:
Praveen Lekhraj, Akhi Shailendra and Bernard van Vuuren – clearly players who
would always struggle to find a place in our normal Sunday teams and needed to
prove their worth.
Rahul Sengupta and Praveen “Loan Ranger” Lekhraj
got KCCI off to a steady start, until Eddy Barreto took
advantage of the conditions to bowl Rahul for a patient
5. Praveen was then joined by the dangerous Viraj
Sawant and the pair, aided by some exemplary displays
of fielding (see illustration – actual pictures may be too
distressing to show), took the score to 92, when Viraj
perished for a well-made 38 – caught by Saikat Barua
off Chetan Singh’s bowling. Ankush Bhan then kept
Praveen company as the latter motored on, before
perishing to a well-held catch in the deep taken by, you guessed it, Saikat. His exit
brought in the Bollywood actor Lakshya Kochhar who bludgeoned a quick 52* while
Praveen demonstrated to KCC the risks of the lending business as he compiled a
smooth 102 for 5 retired out by skipper Deepak who gamely ran himself out after a 5ball 6, bringing a no doubt thrilled Shashi to be non-striker off the last ball of the
innings. KCCI finished on 254/5 in their allotted 40 overs.
Chetan Singh (1/27 in 8) and Saikat Barua were the pick of the KCC bowlers, with
Seethal having an uncharacteristic off day and Sid Chhibbar unable to take full
advantage of the helpful conditions. Eddy Barreto (1/47) bowled well at the top of the
order, but KCC were really let down by the fielding (see illustration).

We were not done yet. As if to give KCC India a full demonstration of the authentic
KCC experience, we were reduced to 6/3 in 3 overs, with Bernard “Performing Loan”
van Vuuren accounting for David Behar and Sid Chhibbar, and Lakshya following up
his 50 with the wicket of Amit Shanker. With skipper Rohan's mood darker than the
ominous skies above, it fell to him and Saurav to try and reprise a “Great Wall of
Bengal” partnership. The pair appeared to steady the innings until Saurav fell for 35,
caught by – yes – Bernard, off the bowling of Akhi “He's Not Acting A-Loan”
Shailendra. Out walked Saikat, probably the only KCC player to be able to hold his

head high that day, and smashed a quick 49 as he put on nearly 100 runs with Rohan,
before perishing to Shashi. That pretty much closed out our innings, as we limped
along to 193 in 40 overs, with Rohan finishing on a brave 67.
Roshan Shetty (3/25) was the pick of KCCI bowlers, with Nitin Bajaj keeping things
tight from the other end, along with Ankush Bhan who toiled through 8 overs in vain
quest of a wicket that would take him to level with Deepak for their season’s
cumulative totals.
Game over, both teams made their way to a local pub where both humiliation and
hypothermia were successfully combatted, and cricketing memories quickly made
way for more pleasant and enduring ones of bonhomie with our “brothers”. Long
may these tours continue! (See page 24 for photo of teams together)
Sun 16 June

Harpsden

Sun 23 June

Sawbridgeworth

Cancelled
Won by 93 runs

We

257/10 in 39.5 overs (T.Keleher 141, Russell 34, Tahir 23, Billings 4/18,
Pakthun 3/38, Naveed 3/52)
They 164/10 in 30.1 overs (Sohail 44, Naveed 34, Billings 32, Tharakan 3/31,
Anuvrat Shanker 3/35, Mehta 3/42)
Runs have always been the order of the day here (our 2016 fixture is still an all-time
record) so Tim Keleher had no hesitation in batting first to set a decent target.
With the pitch somewhat unusually positioned very centrally
– no short side boundaries as we’ve become accustomed to –
boundaries did not flow with as much ease but flowed all the
same once Kiwi Tim (inset) joined Aussie Tim at the crease.
That said, a lack of patience from the KCC line up saw a slew
of starts wasted, as Aussie Tim first had to knuckle down to
record his century, and then opened his shoulders in the latter
overs as his batting partners began to diminish. Classy Sawbo
player Matt Billings bowled with class and guile on the way
to excellent figures of 4 for 18, but in the end KCC still
managed a very imposing score of 257 when the innings ended in the final over.
Ryan clearly still dreamt of being in the Lord’s nets with his short-pitched opening
over. It certainly softened up the batsmen and helped young Anuvrat Shanker take 2
wickets in his first 2 overs and 3 wickets by the end of his spell. Ryan also got in on
the act, as did Rajat Mehta playing only his second game. He was the pick of the
bowlers with a mixture of controlled inswing bowling and subtle variations in pace.
That said, even with Sawbridgeworth somewhat reeling at 46 for 4, the run rate was
still very much in line with the target and with two quality batsmen at the crease who
were scoring with ease. It was Rajat who stepped up to dismiss Sohail and then
Billings (beautifully caught by Nitin at mid-on), which effectively ended the chase.
Seethal stepped in at the end to clean up the tail and in the field it was five catches
from five chances, a far cry from the seven dropped chances the week before. A
fantastic team performance and in the end a comprehensive victory washed down
with a decent volume of Cobras.

AT SAWBRIDGEWORTH
Back: Anuvrat Shanker, Chris Ledger, Ryan Konson, Amit Shanker, Tim Russell, Harsha Gandadi
Front: Nitin Chaturvedi, Wajid Tahir, Tim Keleher, Seethal Tharakan, Rajat Mehta

Jai Singh against Nomads
DISPATCHED TO THE BOUNDARY
Saikat Barua at the Bank
Chris Ledger at Hampstead
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Sun 30 June
They 198/9 in 45 overs
We

199/3 in 33 overs

Northwood

Won by 7 wkts

(Ganesh 40, Sargeant 33*, Nandiraju 31, Latchman 30,
Barua 3/16, Chaturvedi 2/24, Tahir 2/49)
(Chaturvedi 63*, Lekhraj 51, Ghosh 36, Ledger 29,
Sharma 1/13, Ganesh 1/42)

Our first fixture at Northwood coincided with India v England World Cup match and
thus it was a miracle in itself that Tim managed to cobble together 11 players.
Considering the context of the World Cup fixture (Bangladesh and Pakistan
‘cheering’ for India), it was an even more astonishing feat that other than Tim, every
other player of our multi-nationality team was somehow invested in the outcome of
that game, yet turned out for KCC. That is sheer commitment – club over country.
On a beautiful sunny day, we were greeted with a good-looking ground, an even
better looking pitch and excellent facilities. Skipper Nitin had implored the team to
arrive early for some practice drills and a majority (just!) responded to the call;
Brownie points (albeit no SanPoints) for Tim, Saikat, Nitin, Praveen, Rohan and
Chris. Even San joined in the fielding and catching session. Encouragingly, Saikat
and Rohan did some additional bowling practice as well in the excellent nets.
Frustratingly, we still had 3 players so late that the start had to be delayed, but our
hosts were very gracious. Nitin won the toss and, as he usually does in a time game,
decided to field.
The fruits of the practice session were evident right away. Saikat steamed in from ball
1 and got a wicket on ball 2! KCC never let that intensity go and had Northwood on
the rope all along in a high quality display of tight and incisive bowling backed up by
solid ground fielding and Praveen behind the stumps taking all the catches. It’s a
great sign when all the dismissals were bowled, lbw or caught behind. Saikat, Wajid
and Nitin show up as the main wicket-takers but that does not fully reflect the
excellent bowling by Eddy, Sumaer and Rohan. Eddy is fitter and faster this season
and Sumaer playing after 2 years was on the money, curbing his natural desire for
short lifters. A huge shout to Rohan for coaching the bowlers all along with little tips
that really made a difference. Northwood batters never really got in but we were very
impressed by a couple of their colts. Sab Ganesh in particular looked very compact
and, along with Tyler Pearce, threatened to mount a fabulous counterattack but the
introduction of spin by Nitin bowling himself took both out. We were somewhat
surprised to see an ex-county player come out as No. 11 and he duly extended their
score from 146/9 to 198 and even took Wajid to the cleaners in two forgettable overs
before the declaration. If Neil Sargeant had come in earlier the situation may well
have been different.

Chasing 199 in an anticipated 37 overs, KCC got off to a great start with Praveen and
Rohan putting together 88 runs. Praveen in particular was fluent with drives and
pulls, but fell right after reaching 50. Rohan was bowled shortly thereafter and then
Nitin and Chris strung together a 77-run partnership. Both of them blunted
Northwood's excellent spin attack (made up almost entirely of their younger players)
through a mix of defensive shots and stepping out to hit over the infield. The running
between wickets was another matter with several close calls; with victory in sight
Chris was run out in an inevitable mix up with Nitin. Although guilt-ridden, Nitin
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completed the formality (and another unbeaten fifty in a chase) with the typically
cavalier David Behar, and KCC were home with 5 overs to spare. All this without
requiring the services of Tim Keleher who had the whole afternoon to play football
with the indefatigable Silas!
Sab and Nitin were MoMs for Northwood and KCC respectively for their all-round
performances. All in all, an excellent team performance, in a lovely setting, on a
beautiful day with friendly hosts – a fixture that, hopefully, will long continue!
Sun 7 July
We 171/7 in 39 overs
They 106/8 in 35 overs

Vagabonds

Drawn

(Ghosh 53*, Sumner 30, Russell 21, Hill 3/37)
(Harding 21, Tahir 4/23, N.Nayar 2/22, Tharakan 2/28)

When Tim announced that he had picked up a fixture deep in the heart of Hampshire,
an hour and half’s drive from London, to replace a cancelled game, we all panicked.
However, a perusal through the Vagabonds CC website dispelled all fears. Not only
did the Vagabonds appear to uphold the same values of social Sunday cricket that
KCC aspire to, they also looked splendid in their pink blazers (Sunil would have been
proud). What’s more the club boasted a famous Hollywood director amongst its
alumni and the nearby pub apparently made the best burgers in the county. What
could go wrong?
Well, that’s an easy one. Our batting. After a promising start yielding 29 runs in 5
overs, thanks to some swishing and smashing by David Behar, Kensington collapsed
to 66 for 6 by the 12th over. Rohan, Adam and later Neeraj, then launched a brave
riposte, first soaking up the pressure with resolute defence and then a measured
onslaught. Two fine partnerships followed, taking our score to a respectable 171/8
declared. Rohan was unbeaten on a fine 53, a true captain’s knock.
With an attacking field setting, Adam and Wajid were awesome from the get-go –
hostile, nagging and at times simply unplayable. Wajid in particular was outstanding,
bowling 4 maidens in 10 overs to pick up 4 wickets. As a result, at 58/5 in the 20th
over, the hosts had all but shut up shop. Although the dynamic duo of Neeraj and
Seethal were rewarded with two wickets each from their nagging darts, in the end we
were unable to bowl the Vagabonds out. For the second time in the match, the lower
order proved impenetrable. Nonetheless, considering that at one stage in the first
innings it looked like we’d be home by teatime the result felt like a “winning draw”.
We proceeded to the pub for beers, a chat and some nosh. And yes, I can confirm, the
burgers with cheddar cheese and sourdough buns were indeed truly special.
Sat 13 July

Old Westminsters

Drawn (but exciting)

We 209/10 in 46.3 overs (J.Singh 86, Gandadi 52, Fiskin 5/55, Parmar 3/43)
They 185/9 in 44 overs
(Vinen 61, Fiskin 38, Barua 4/56, N.Nayar 3/28)

After Chris lost the toss and KCC were put in to bat, opener Jai Singh played an
excellent knock against some good Old Wets bowling, holding the innings together
while a succession of wickets fell at the other end.Apart from Harsha Gandadi, who
smashed a typically quick-fire 50, none of our other batsmen were able to form a
substantial partnership with Jai, before he was eventually dismissed, 7th out, unable

Saikat Barua

Adam Sumner
FAST AND FURIOUS

Wajid Tahir

Ryan Konson

Seethal Tharakan

Matt Marshall
QUICK-FIRE SUPPORT

Eddy Barreto

Sumaer Amar

Nitin Chaturvedi
Neeraj Nayar
SPINNERS AND INSWINGERS
Bernard van Vuuren
Chetan Singh

Praveen Lekhraj

TOP ORDER KEEPERS

Harsha Gandadi
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to convert what would have been a well-deserved century. The tail collapsed in a
heap thereafter thus avoiding the tricky decision of the declaration.
In reply, Old Wets looked comfortable at 100 for the loss of just one wicket after 22
overs, but excellent tight bowling from Neeraj Nayar, strongly supported by Saikat
Barua, brought us right back into the game. A clatter of wickets followed as Old Wets
tried to keep up with the run rate, until the 9th wicket fell with 27 still needed from
17 balls – at this point they gave up the run chase and blocked for the draw. Another
close and exciting game at Vincent Square, played in very good spirit…
Sun 14 July

Warborough & Shillingford

17 – 19 July

Tour to Devon

Cancelled
See pages 20 to 22

Sun 21 July

Chingford

Cancelled

Fri 26 July

Barnes T20

Won by 11 runs

We 155/7 in 20 overs
(T.Keleher 70, Sidhu 21, Doherty 1/20, Jenkins 1/23)
They 144/10 in 16.1 overs (Stephens 67, Auteri 20, N.Nayar 4/33, Tharakan 2/20)
KCC have been playing at Lonsdale Road for a number of years now and it was still
flattering that Barnes CC invited us to play a 20/20 as part of their Centenary year
celebrations. This to be their final game following a week-long melee of fixtures.
Skipper Jamie won the Toss and chose to bat as Barnes were
clearly fielding a strong side. Tim Keleher started proceeding
by belting his second ball for 4 and when Stefanos smoked an
extra cover drive to the fence too, we were 11/0 after one over.
Stef then fell to a loose shot in the second over and Tim Russell
was yorked in the third. Jamie joined Tim and the runs flowed.
Jamie dispatching a short ball for six and the next one pulled
for four. Tim kept entertaining the crowd and the scoreboard by
smashing down lusty blows and exquisite drives to the fence.
Jamie fell after a quick-fire innings, as did Harsha (including a
mighty straight six). Nav Sidhu (inset) then supported Tim sensibly by stroking the
singles and getting Tim on strike. Tim was unlucky to be run out for a brutal 70 from
a direct hit. Adam and Nav took the score to a slightly below par 155/7.
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In reply, Adam and Nav started well with the new ball but opener Andy Stephens
was particularly brutal and took Barnes’ reply to 111/2 off just 10 overs. The Beers
outside the playing area had started to flow and the Music had started blaring on
every boundary hit. Surely this game was done, right? Wrong!! In true KCC style –
Seethal nipped off two quick wickets and Neeraj (whose first over had been
absolutely carted) with one. 132/5 with 21 runs to get in 7 overs; surely Barnes
couldn’t mess this up, right? Wrong! They did…. Neeraj swept through the tail.
Quote of the day: Incoming batsman asks departing batsman who was just bowled by
Neej: “What’s this bloke doing with the ball?” Reply: “Nothing, but he’s ****ing
doing Nothing very well”.
Unbelievably, KCC won by 11 runs and Barnes still had almost 4 overs of Batting
remaining. Had bets been placed on this game the ICC would most definitely have
needed to investigate!!!!
A wonderful evenings Cricket and great post match BBQ arranged by Barnes. Team
KCC stayed for drinks and grub and good banter followed. Andy Stephens won the
Johnnie Walker as MOM for his 67 and Neeraj picked up the Big Cobra Bottle for
his match-turning 4/33.
Sun 28 July

Hampstead

Won by 5 wkts

They 247/4 in 40 overs (Walter 100 rtd, Gupta 42, Hunt 36*, Stephens 36*,
Chaturvedi 1/32, Sen 1/39)
We 249/5 in 40 overs (Shanker 75, Chaturvedi 63, T.Keleher 33*, J.Singh 30,
Walter 1/5, Sunderland 1/49)
Our much-anticipated first fixture against Hampstead was certainly one to remember
for KCC. Skipper Tim has been brought up on the tried and tested model of ‘win the
toss, bat first’, but when presented with an overly green and muddy looking deck the
opening batsman in him just couldn’t go with the plan.
Hampstead were sent in, but with Wajid ‘5 minutes away’ at the start Amit Shanker
showed his versatility by stepping in at the last minute to take the new ball even
though he hadn’t bowled all season. The match started with 2 maidens and Tim’s
decision looked somewhat justified. But it was only a matter of time before
Hampstead skipper Fergal Walter found his form on a pitch that played remarkably
true despite its unsightly appearance. He provided a batting master class, working the
singles and punishing anything loose to the boundary.
111 for 0 at drinks and it quickly became a game of ‘run containment’ in the hope we
could limit the Hampstead score and chase down whatever they posted in their 40
overs given our strong batting line up. The introduction of Saurav proved vital, as did
the fielding intervention from Bernard at long off. He broke the dangerous opening
stand with an unbelievable catch just inside the boundary rope running at full pace.
This provided the disruption in momentum to the Hampstead innings that we were
seeking (as too did the very generous decision of Fergal to retire out when he reached
his century shortly thereafter).
Despite some decent innings by the Hampstead middle order, 247 seemed a very
gettable score.

Jai and Nitin opened up for KCC, with Jai especially setting the tone with his
glorious stroke play. It seemed a wasted opportunity when he was dismissed for 30,
but Amit and Nitin carried us strongly to drinks with our score on par with the
Hampstead innings and just under 7 runs per over required from the last 20. A
combination of stellar bowling and batsmen fatigue slowed the run rate after Nitin
was smartly stumped for 63, and as we entered the final 10 overs the required rate
now stood just above 9 an over. Ledger, on the march for runs, lofted one to deep
square leg where the catch was taken but with the no-ball being signalled an easy run
was to be had. Chris rather fancied a gentle stroll to the other end and was run out!
When Amit’s anchoring innings of 75 came to an end, and Tim had struck his first
ball for four the equation stood at 31 runs from 12 balls. Fergal Walter took the
penultimate over, removing David and conceding only 6 runs.
So, 25 to get in the last over with their gun opening bowler back on. Obviously it
seemed too much, even for Tim (batting at 6 for a combination of reasons - slight
quad strain, children ‘management’ etc) and non-striker Saurav who hadn’t faced a
delivery. The first ball was a dot down the leg side. Maybe it was a wide but then we
wouldn’t have had the same intensity of the ‘remember the name’ moment that was
about to occur. Second ball went over long on for a six. As did the third ball but a
touch deeper – over the clubhouse. There was a long hold up as fielders moved about
and skipper Ferg had a long tête-à-tête with the bowler. To no avail as the following
ball, expectantly pitched shorter, was deposed for another six over wide long on. 7
runs off 2 balls required. Tim sliced the next ball and the frantic long off fielder
circled under the skyer for a long time but couldn’t hold it. With the double duly
completed (Saurav suddenly becoming a strong contender for MoM) that left 5 off
the last ball for victory. Another conversation between skipper and bowler. The ball
comes in, a length ball, which Tim hits inside out for a six over extra cover – an
incredible shot to cap off an incredible innings (33 in just 9 balls). We have seen
some amazing knocks from Tim, but this was something else. Teeing off from the
first ball, hitting proper well-timed strokes without losing his shape and just the sheer
consistency of hitting to finish the game off.
The KCC contingent rushed onto the field and the beers certainly tasted rather sweet
on the Hampstead terrace post-match.
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Sun 4 August
They 169/9 in 46.4 overs
We

171/3 in 30 overs

Tilford

Won by 7 wkts

(French 38, Dale 28, Bosier 23*, Amar 3/25,
van Vuuren 3/31, Chaturvedi 2/19)
(Malhotra 72*, Gandadi 44, Russell 25, French 1/12)

Our annual visit to beautiful Tilford Green started and ended with a
win. First, winning the toss, Saikat decided to bowl and our
bowlers were right on the money from ball one. Tilford were very
slow to get going and managed to crawl to 50 in 20 overs courtesy
of tight bowling from Bernard, Bern, Sunil and Chetan Singh. In
the next 26 overs, the home team accelerated somewhat but wickets
at regular intervals stalled their progress. Nitin and Amit Kumar
maintained the same control as the earlier bowlers. Tilford eventually declared at
169/9 thanks largely to some clean hitting from Rob Dale (28) and Matt Bosier (23*)
towards the end. Sunil continued his good form on this ground by picking up 3
wickets (last of which was an excellent caught and bowled), as did Bernard (inset).
Encouraged by a delectable tea, KCC’s reply was smooth and assured, both openers
Chetan Malhotra and Tim Russell punishing anything loose with lovely timing and
placement. Tim was unlucky not to get a bigger score, being yorked by a beauty from
Matt Bosier, the pick of their bowlers (60/1). Saikat in at number 3 to showcase his
batting credentials had a rush of blood (stumped by a mile) that cut short his
blossoming innings. Harsha replaced him and began immediately to hit balls all over
the park, along with the well-set Chetan. On 44 and with only 8 needed to win,
Harsha ‘did a Saikat’ getting stumped going for a heave. David Behar came in and
finished the business with a gorgeous cover drive and a sweep. Chetan remained
unbeaten with a fine 72, registering a back-to-back fifty against the same opposition.
A handsome victory by 7 wickets with 11 overs to spare felt sweeter downing chilled
cobras with a very likeable opposition who played the game in the right spirit.
Second round of drinks took place at the adjacent picturesque Barley Mow to
conclude the day with the usual presentations. Matt Bosier of Tilford received the JW
Gold for his all-round performance and Chetan Malhotra the Cobra for his excellent
innings. We look forward to play at this charming ground again next year.
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Sat 10 August

Bank of England

Lost by 8 wkts

We 163/10 in 39.2 overs (Ghosh 43*, Shanker 42, Barua 25, Soofi 4/35)
They 164/2 in 29.2 overs (Jackson 71*, Viegas 32*, S.Nayar 29, Ghosh 1/19)
Another great Saturday outing with our good friends at the Bank of England CC at
Roehampton resulted in a terrific win for The Bank this time.
The day greeted us with almost gale force winds and with Neeraj winning the toss
KCC batted first on a pitch that had a little bit for everyone.
More so for the bowlers, that is as David went early,
yorked by Yahya Soofi who was bowling with good pace
and accuracy. Bank Skipper Saugata Sen was very accurate
and had Sid Chhibbar trapped in front immediately after a
watchful Sid had started to break the shackles. Amit
Shanker came into the game in a rich vein of form and
looked in very good touch as his 42 runs showed. He was
joined by Jamie (inset) who drove his first two fours with
imperious class, then clobbered a mighty six off Veteran
spinner Mo, only to be caught at the wicket shortly after.
Saikat too looked in good form but threw his wicket away
by going for a lofted shot. Saurav went second ball and at
113/6 on a good batting track we were in dire straits.
Rohan Ghosh did his best to shepherd the tail but got little
support and it was left to him to bludgeon (in a classy way) 16 precious runs in the
penultimate over before the last man fell. Despite his KCC Man of the Match heroics
we were restricted to a well below par 163 by some fine Bank Bowling.
The Bank cruised the run chase with 10 overs to spare and the loss of just 2 wickets.
A solid opening stand of 47 by our very own Stefanos and Bank’s Manveer was
followed by a top 115 run partnership between John Jackson and Tom Viegas to seal
the game. KCC marked the occasion of what could be the last fixture on this splendid
ground by sporting Maroon Jackets and arriving in full KCC splendour.
Neeraj awarded the Johnnie Walker Gold Label to John Jackson (inset, below left) for
his match-winning performance, and as a gesture of support for the Bank of England
in these uncertain times another JW Gold was presented to Peter Andrews (inset,
below right) for the many occasions BoE have hosted KCC.
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Sun 11 August
They 210/6 in 40 overs
We
0/0 in 0.3 overs

Henley

Aban – rain

(Kumar 78, Hilditch 54, Sumner 4/49)

This midsummer fixture is highly sought after. The premium cachet, beautiful
location next to the river and a belter of a pitch all add to the charm. They also add to
the challenges.
Starting with the first challenge – the busy ingress to Henley down Remenham Hill
trips the GPS and even when you plan for it you are late, especially if you miss the
sharp turn into the ground. That’s what happened to Nitin and Adam, engrossed in
conversation, and not seeing Seethal’s frantic attempt to signal that they had overshot
the entrance... twice! At least they had planned to get to the ground well in advance.
The same cannot be said about several others who arrived in a trickle that stretched
well into the 5th over.
Nitin lost the toss but got the outcome he wanted – to field first on this batsman’s
paradise. What could go wrong?
Well, to start with, it’s also a bowlers’ hell, especially
with a variable fielding unit – not just in typical
quality but this time also in quantity. As it turned out,
it was one of the most remarkable bowling
performances by KCC this season. The bowling unit
knew what they were up against and had practised
getting their lengths right before the start. The results
showed instantly. Adam (inset) and Seethal bowled
brilliantly – disciplined containment supported by an
in-and-out field – and were ably supported by Anuvrat
and Preetinder. Henley threatened throughout but
never really broke away finishing on 210 in 40 overs.
Praveen Kumar with a well made 78 and Liam
Hilditch with a fluent 54 were the standout performers
for Henley. But Adam’s 4/49 was the highlight of that
innings. This despite 6 dropped catches was
outstanding and seemed like a mini victory given that
we were batsmen heavy on that day.
The batters went to tea salivating about the prospects of chasing this total down
without much concern. In the backdrop we could hear the rain – the short shower that
all had expected since the morning and that came at such a perfect time during the
break. By the time tea was over, it was sunny so we went out to bat, only to face 3
balls before another sharp shower. Sunshine again, but there seemed to be something
odd in the distance. The Henley guys were not taking the covers off and the skipper
was walking back shaking his head. Had Henley forfeited, fearful of the wrath of
KCC batsmen being unleashed on that pitch? Probably not...
There were puddles all over the ground – one in particular was like a mini pond. That
proximity to the river leads to a very high water table and there is literally no
drainage. So that was that... it was frustrating for all but this remains a great fixture.

AT WIMBLEDON
Back: Tabrez Khan, Eddy Baretto, Adam Sumner, Bernard van Vuuren, Nitin Chaturvedi, Saikat Barua
Front: Oscar Jefferson, Harsha Gandadi, Matt Syddall, Saurav Sen, Sid Chhibbar
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AGAINST THE HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY
Back: Shahzeb Mohammed, Tim Russell, Adam Sumner, Saikat Barua, Paul McKechnie, Seethal Tharakan
Front: Sid Chhibbar, Jai Singh, Tim Keleher, Matt Marshall. Praveen Lekhraj
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Sun 18 August

Acton

Sun 25 August

Wimbledon

Cancelled
Won by 2 wkts

They 152/7 in 40 overs
(Slater 66*, G.Whipple 18, Sen 4/11, van Vuuren 1/26)
We 153/8 in 31.2 overs (Gandadi 47, Sumner 32*, Syddall 21, Khera 3/25)
Sun, Sen and Solipsism
A baking hot day meant that in the world of Nitin it was always the best notion to
field first. After all, it was only 34 degrees and England were in the process of
knocking off 359, to be watched in the relative cool of the Wimbledon club house.
Saurav dropped the opener at gully and there was a feeling this
could be a long afternoon. In fact, all that Saurav (inset) wanted
was the ball in his own hand, spinning his very first delivery
through the gate to take the top of the Wimbledon opener's
middle stump. Saurav’s second over produced two wickets clean
bowled either side of a smart catch behind by Harsha. Suddenly
Wimbledon were rocking at 44/5. There was a recovery, led by
Adam Slater, the old hand amongst a gang of fit cricketing
youths, and his unbeaten 66 enabled Wimbledon to post
something of a total and certainly one that needed chasing.
An extended tea-break due to one of the most exciting finishes in Test cricket for
many years was followed by the Kensington innings. Matty Syddall, making his first
appearance of the season, and Harsha made short work of the first 50 runs, cutting,
sweeping and, in the latter’s case, driving handsomely on the up. In the 8th over,
however, Matty succumbed to a bizarre dismissal, bowled by a bouncer that stuck in
the pitch and landed on top of the stumps as the batsman ducked. Harsha continued
apace but Kensington began to make a meal of knocking off the runs. There was
something of a procession of wickets as Nitin, Sid, Harsha, Saurav and Saikat all fell
at consistent intervals and the tail needed to wag a little to get the side over the line.
As the dismissed batsmen sat on the side it became clear that this was in fact not
Nitin’s world at all, but Matty’s, as his prediction of Adam, with a nerveless knock of
32 not out, and the number 10 (in this case Bernard) knocking off the runs eight
wickets down and therefore ensuring that almost everyone in the side had had the
opportunity to bat without having to go to a nail-biting last wicket run chase like
England, came all too true.
Matty expressed his great pleasure that in his world Nitin had been made captain for
this match, Saurav bought a jug for his man of the match figures of 4/11, San smiled
smugly as Kensington, having almost messed it up, registered another victory, and all
was well as the sun set on a delightful day in the world of Matty.
Sat 31 August
They 232/10 in 44 overs
We

Honourable Artillery Co

Won by 3 wkts

(Edwards 58, Alauddin 43*, King 32, Perry 30,
Marshall 3/40, Russell 2/14, Barua 2/19)
233/7 in 44.5 overs (T.Keleher 75*, J.Singh 43, McKechnie 42,
Chhibbar 31, Perry 2/51, Alauddin 2/52)
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Short of players and with some logistical cricketing matters to be taken care of (no
teas prepared), HAC were given the honour of batting first in perfect conditions at the
HAC. They were to receive no respite though from the KCC bowling attack which
was nothing short of superb from the off.
Saikat and Adam combined to remove both the HAC openers after numerous close
calls. But we know from past matches that Sean Perry and Liam Casey are the key
wickets. Matt Marshall was introduced with history on his side in this fixture. Sean
got off to a blazing start before attempting an ambitious sweep shot with the LBW
shout turned down. He would regret trying the same shot next ball as it bounced off
bat and thigh before doing a lap of honour behind his back and dislodging the bails.
Two balls later and some super sharp glove work from Praveen had Liam stumped
and the HAC innings was in all sorts of trouble at 76 for 6. Rather than retreat it was
all out attack from HAC number seven Matt Edwards who decided to go after the
bowling in a brutal 12 over spell scoring at close to 9 an over. Part-timers were given
a chance as Skipper Tim searched for a wicket, and it was Tim Russell, thrown the
ball for the first time this season, who picked up 2 wickets in an over. The last pair
put on 62 before Saikat returned to end the HAC
innings on 232, a brilliant recovery.
Praveen and Tim Russell were dismissed early,
which gave a chance to Aussie first gamer Paul
McKechnie to show his batting talent (an
Adelaide friend of 90’s Aussie KCC player Hugh
McPharlin). The method was pretty simple; find
plenty of singles to get Jai (inset left) on strike as
he was having his merry way with an already
wavering HAC bowling attack. When Jai was
disappointingly triggered, Sid and Paul batted
beautifully as HAC turned to Sean to provide
them with a breakthrough. It required a run out
to break their partnership, Paul dismissed for 42,
and with Sid, Shahzeb and Adam falling soon after we still needed 50 runs with only
3 wickets in hand.
Sean Perry was bowling perhaps the spell of the season, generating vicious turn and
bounce. It was genuinely survival mode at
his end, whilst pushing harder for runs on the
alternate overs. Even as the target got closer
the chance that Sean could take 3 wickets in
short time was very real. Eventually skipper
Tim (inset right) combined with Saikat, who
was playing a more measured innings, to
take us to victory with 3 overs to spare.
Saikat earned the Cobra bottle for his
combination with bat and ball, and Matt
Edwards won the Johnnie Walker for his
hard-hitting knock.
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Sun 1 September

Barnes

Drawn (but close)

They 233/6 in 42.2 overs (Katakey 109, Chambers, Smith 28, N.Nayar 2/73)
We 227/8 in 40 overs
(T.Keleher 63*, Gandadi 50, S.Nayar 38, N.Nayar 29,
Harvey-Kelly 6/47)
Barnes batted first, after Rohan had called incorrectly, and built their innings around
two solid partnerships. First between opener Laurie Cadle – last year’s centurion –
and No. 3 Rakteem Katakey — 60-odd in just under 10 overs. And then, a more
substantial century-stand for the 3rd wicket – between Katakey and Chris Chambers
— with Katakey himself striding on to a fine century.
It could have been worse – as Kensington struggled
somewhat with an off-colour bowling (and sometimes
fielding) performance, our (collective) age proving an
ever-steeper slope to climb with each passing year. It
could have been worse – were it not for the indefatigable
Neej, (inset) who opened the bowling and sent down
16.2 overs (2-73) on a dead track. It could have been
worse – were it not for Katakey dismissing himself in
heroic fashion, smashing a towering 6 over the tall
netting protecting the posh properties that line one end of
the ground. Once Katakey fell, Chambers and the rest
struggled to pick up the pace and Barnes declared soon
after at 233/6 after 42 overs.
KCC openers Stefanos and Harsha set off like a train, striking some fine boundaries
with imperious timing. At 88/0 in the 18th, we looked well set to win the game. Alas,
Harsha fell straight after he got to 50, bowled by young left-arm spinner Harvey
Kelly. Much to our dismay, Kelly then ran through our top order, dismissing the next
three batters for not much. 99-4. Damn. Tim joined John Behar and together they
salvaged the score to 150 before John was bowled by – you guessed it — Kelly! Nitin
came and went, confusing himself and everyone else watching, about the manner of
his (uncharacteristic) dismissal to the innocuous loopy spin from Duncan Simpson,
who also managed to tie Tim in knots. But in came Neej who struck a few fine
boundaries, adding fillip to Tim’s cause. The scoreboard rattled along once again.
With victory in sight (18 off 12 balls), Neej fell for a well-made 29. Tim, determined
to repeat his heroic feat at Hampstead earlier in the season, farmed the strike expertly.
But in the last over of the day and needing 8 to
win, we managed only one against the
accuracy of the returning Harvey-Kelly. An
exciting draw.
A good evening was had at the clubhouse.
Rohan declared both Katakey (for his century)
and Harvey-Kelly (for his 6/47) as joint
winners of the JW Gold. Harsha was awarded
the large Cobra for his fast fifty.
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Sun 8 September

East Horsley

Lost by 2 wkts

We 224/6 in 41 overs
(Ghosh 74, Chaturvedi 70, Gandadi 32, Larkin 3/53)
They 225/8 in 39.1 overs (Carpenter 77, Irfan 36, A.Drake 27, T.Drake 20*,
Barua 3/45)
A gorgeous September day – Skipper Neej arrived bright and early at East Horsley’s
very charming setting to be met by San Gore but very little sign of other teammates.
When captaining KCC – ALL plans must be fluid. Firstly, if most of your team are
still en route it’s purely pleasantries that you can exchange at the Toss. Having played
against the Drake family for 23 years it was not difficult to have a friendly chat with
Skipper Ant, and BAT first since we were missing a keeper and strike bowler.
Chris and Nitin opened to face a fiery spell from Jason Larnder and the very
economical, wily, skilful exhibition of swing bowling from senior Tim Drake who
returned in time from his Devon sojourn to be part of our annual fixture. Chris looked
solid in defence but it didn’t last as Jason had him caught behind. In-form Harsha
(who arrived a few minutes prior) was rushed in at No.3 and started confidently
against Jason. Nitin in the meantime was determined not to throw his wicket away to
the aforementioned Senior Drake. Harsha started to strut his stuff by crunching drives
and lofted flicks and raced to 32 but was dismissed soon after.
The very classy Rohan (inset) joined Nitin for a memorable
partnership. They first soaked up the pressure and then built a
platform to open their shoulders and get KCC to a very
competitive score, Rohan scoring a delightful 74 and Nitin racing
to 70 in a 138 run stand. Amit Kumar waited with pads on for a
No. 5 promotion and selflessly swung the willow in pursuit of
quick runs and a declaration. Saikat bludgeoned a mighty six and
two crunching fours for a quick-fire 18 not out and Neej could
comfortably declare after the 41st over at 224/6.
A delightful tea was followed by a tight opening spell from Bernard and Adam. Their
14 overs conceded just 42 runs, but went wicketless whilst Dom Carpenter and Harris
Irfan dug in for the long haul. First change Wajjo bowled with hostility but it was
Neeraj who got the first wicket, that of Harris with the score at 72. Ant joined Dom
who was particularly severe on Neej and East Horsley’s intentions of chasing down
our total were very clear. The game was racing away from us in a flash but Sunil
Amar slowed the run rate, picked up a wicket and with two run outs in his spell
brought us right back in. Saikat bowled a fine spell of 6 overs to pick up 3 wickets.
We had our friends at East Horsley 7 wickets down with 2 overs to go and still 21
runs or 3 wickets the equation. KCC knew that ALL results were still possible having
had many memorable finishes here. Sunil’s over went for plenty with Tim Drake
nonchalantly slotting the ball to the boundary repeatedly even though a run out was
effected. With just four to win Tim won the game on the first ball of the last over.
We retired to the bar with plenty of Bon Ami and Cheer. KCC presented the Man of
the Match to Tim Drake for his fine bowling and match-winning innings, and East
Horsley chose Rohan for their MoM. Not to be outdone by our Cobras and Whiskies,
East Horsley introduced their own Bottle of Bubbly for Rohan. A nice touch!
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Sat 14 September

Hawridge & Cholesbury

Sun 15 September

Headley

Cancelled
Won by 69 runs

We 242/7 in 35 overs
(S.Nayar 62, Tahir 61*, Chaturvedi 50, Tunnell 2/45)
They 173/10 in 30.5 overs (Pickering 49, C.Young 31, N.Nayar 4/23, Barua 2/20)
On a warm sunny day in mid-September, we travelled to Headley to play our annual
game in a picturesque setting against one of our favourite oppositions. Starting late,
and keeping in mind that the light would fade quickly later in the day, both the
skippers agreed a 35 overs game. Saikat lost the toss and KCC were sent in to bat on
what turned out to be a good track. Stefanos Nayar and Amit Shanker opened the
batting for us and we were in trouble early as Amit was adjudged LBW the first ball
he faced. Number 3 Nitin formed a steady and classy partnership of 99 with Stef in
which the young Nayar was the aggressor. However, with some questionable calling
and poor technique of running between the wickets, a run out seemed on the cards!
Stef departed for a well-made 62, 48 of which came from boundaries! Next in, our
Tim “Run-machine” Keleher, but unfortunately, he played on for just 2. KCC then
experienced the inevitable middle order collapse as Preetinder (run out without facing
a ball!), Harsha and Rohan all departed without much contribution except Nitin who
made a gutsy 50. So, in the space of 9 overs, from 104/2 we were reeling at 148/7.
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Tim
Keleher
on Facebook:
Got out for 2 at cricket yesterday. Silas was waiting for me on the boundary rope. “What
the hell was that” he said before following me into the changing rooms, and as I was taking
off my pads said “at least you won’t need a shower today”. Tough crowd

Wajid Tahir then joined by Saikat to repair the innings and to
give it some respectability. After a shaky start, Wajid went
bonkers on Headley bowlers and registered his fifty in just 27
balls. With perfect support from Saikat (23*), Wajid (inset)
stayed unbeaten with a brutal 61 from 30 balls with 5
humongous sixes and 5 fours. An unbeaten partnership of 94
runs for the 8th wicket (the last five overs yielding 72 runs) took
us to a very good total of 242/7 in 35 overs, a score that looked
improbable half an hour earlier. Nick Tunnel and Steve Winslet
were the pick of the Headley bowlers each claiming 2 wickets.
After an excellent tea, Headley were in an early spot of bother as Saikat removed his
opposite number James Midmer quickly. In came Headley’s premier batsman Conor
Young who took to the bowling of an off-colour Rohan and some length balls from
Saikat. He moved to 31 very quickly and Saikat turned to his slow bowlers Neeraj
and Preetinder to stall the proceedings.

This proved to be a masterstroke as Conor jumped out to drive the first ball he faced
from Neeraj and was ably stumped by Harsha. Headley's momentum was broken as the
spinners gained ascendancy. The next five batsmen did not last long even though the
opener Andy Pickering was going strong from one end. With some excellent catching
from Stefanos and Saikat, veteran Neeraj (4/23) was formidable and ripped through
Headley middle order. An earlier wayward Seethal returned but this time

76
76
with more control and bagged 2 wickets. Wajid continued his excellent day with a
wicket. Saikat returned and yorked the last man and we won by a handsome margin
of 69 runs; a satisfying win after successive losses against this fine opposition.
Andy Pickering was Headley’s top scorer with 49 and was awarded the JW Gold for
his efforts, whereas Neeraj received the Cobra for his 4/23. This was a great day out
in bright autumnal sunshine against a lovely bunch of people, and we look forward to
seeing them again next year.
Sat 28 September

Kew

Won by 52 runs

We 253/4 in 40 overs
(Chaturvedi 115*, J.Singh 47, Ghosh 40, Lawton 2/50)
They 201/10 in 38.4 overs (Saban 43, Sandhu 41, Russell 3/14, Kumar 2/34,
Sumner 2/37, Sen 2/48)
The last game of the season was our first fixture against Kew. Playing on the pretty
and historic Kew Green ground, where cricket has been played since the C18th, was
an attractive prospect, and we were all much looking forward to the game. Chris
Ledger lost the toss and KCC were inserted; this looked a bad toss to lose, given a
very green pitch, but as it turned out the wicket was much truer than it looked.
Openers Jai Singh and Praveen Lekhraj put on a rapid 45 before Praveen departed. Jai
played imperiously for his 47 in as many balls before losing concentration and getting
bowled by a full toss. Then Nitin Chaturvedi and Rohan Ghosh continued to pile on
the runs in an exhilarating 131 run partnership for the 3rd wicket. But the star
batsman on the day was Nitin, who went on to score a superb, chanceless and
unbeaten maiden century for the club, taking us to a fine total of 253.
In reply, Kew never looked likely to match our total, wickets tumbling at regular
intervals in the face of excellent KCC bowling. A threatening opening spell from
Adam Sumner and Saikat Barua kept the Kew scoring rate down and the pressure up,
before Amit Kumar and our spinners took advantage as Kew tried to increase their
slow run rate. Despite one or two lusty blows from the lower order, Kew were in the
end well-beaten, falling 52 runs short, bowled out within the allotted 40 overs.
Kew Green is a lovely place to play, but if the fixture is renewed we hope it will be
played more in the traditional spirit of a friendly fixture rather than a league game.
Sun 29 September

Great Missenden Pelicans

Cancelled – rain

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

KCC INTERNATIONAL CRICKETER
Our very own KCC member, Preetinder Singh, has been included
in the India squad for the Over-50s World Cup Tournament being
played between March 11-24 this year at Stellenbosch and Cape
Town in South Africa. During trials in Mumbai the India selectors
were impressed by his all-round abilities and, in particular, his
agility in the field. Sadly, the tournament was abandoned midway
due to the Covid-19 scare, but not before Preet had won the Spirit
of Cricket Award for his efforts in his first match. Congratulations
Preet, and we all wish you every success in future campaigns.

